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CHAP.  XVL 


^  The  righteous  gods  that  innocence  require. 
Protect  the  goodness  which  themselves  inspire.** 

They  soon  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  and 
Alfred  reported  himself  to  the  General 
Officer  then  commanding  in  that  gar- 
rison, from  whom  he  received  orders  to 
take  his  passage  in  a  transport  appoint- 
ed to  convey  a  small  detachment  of  his 
corps  (quartered  at  the  Army  Depot, 
Isle  of  Wight,  awaiting  an  opportu- 
nity to  join  the  regiment. 
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The  convoy  being  ordered  to  3ail  ia 
a  few  days  after,  Alfred  immediately 
repaired  on  board,  to  make  the  best 
possible  arrangement  for  the  reception 
and  convenience  of  his  innocent  wife, 
now  destined  to  exchange  her  peace- 
ful home  for  the  dangers  of  a  Trans- 
atlantic voyage,  and  the  still  more 
uncertain  effects  of  a  residence  in  a 
rigid  and  most  ungracious  climate. 

The  new  scenery  which  exhibited 
itself  to  the  view  of  Louisa,  both 
pleased  and  surprised  her.  Unaccus- 
tomed to  any  other  than  what  her 
native  village  had  previously  afforded, 
she  viewed  the  shipping  with  awful 
astonishment;  nor  could  an  observance 
of  the  diversified  waves  and  surround- 
ing ocean,   tend  but  to  increase   her 
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fears  and  uneasiness.  The  appearance 
of  the  harbour  and  fleet  was  truly 
pleasing  and  majestic ;  yet  she  dreaded 
the  idea  of  the  voyage,  and  a  conse- 
quent separation  from  those  friends 
she  tenderly  loved;  it  was  also  her 
iirst  absence  from  a  peaceful  home, 
where  she  had  spent  her  earliest  days ; 
and  the  hopes  of  returning  to  it,  alone 
reconciled  her  to  the  difficulties  and 
dangers  she  was  on  the  point  of  shar- 
ing with  her  anxious  and  loved  Alfred, 
The  signal  being  made  for  sailing, 
they  at  length  embarked,  and  the 
convoy  immediately  got  under  way, 
and,  favoured  by  a  propitious  gale, 
stood  down  the  English  Channel ;  nor 
were  they  many  hours  until  presented 
with  a  sight  of  the  Scilly  Islands,  and 
B  2 
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fe  consequent  parting  view  of  the  happy 
shores  of  Britain.   '"■    ^     ---*-*<., 

Buring  the  fii'srfeW\^4ffi^""«f  "th^if 
T^oy^ge,  Louisa  felt  very  uncomfort- 
ahle,  and  suffered  incessant! y  with  sea- 
sickitess;  but  from  that  period  she 
became  nfioi-e  familiar  with  her  situa:- 
tion,  and  of  course  less  subject  to 
illness.  The  affectionate  Alfred  was 
ever  attentive  and  watchful  in  supply- 
ing all  her  wants,  and  providentiall}^ 
on  his  part,  enjoyed  a  good  state  of 
health.  One  evening  she  ventured  on 
deck  during  a  perfect  calm,  and  was 
highly  delighted  by  the  peaceful  scene 
and  watery  element  which  surroimded 
them;  when,  almost  lost  in  admiring 
the  works  of  Divine  Providence,  they 
were  surprised  by  an  uncommon  num- 


bef/ -,€>£,  porpoi^ies  which  approached^ 
and  were  seen  in  all  directions,  swinw 
ming  around  the  transport..' A  black 
cloud  hovered  over  the  west,  fringed 
with   a   border  of  deep  gloomy  red; 
-lyhile  tie  last  tints  of  the  setting  sua 
were  expn*ing,  fraught  with  sulphur; 
it  broke,  and  moved  slowly  along  the 
wide  exps^nsion-  of  heaven ;  graduaUj^; 
it  again   G^llccted,  ^aad  blending  ti)i^ 
gethei^formcd  one  grand  curtain,  tliatl 
e^clud&i,  ]4^iiQst  totaXiyy  the  small  re- 
mains of  light*      .         .   ,, :_.     V  . 

The ,  sha^les  of  evenifig  bad  arisen 
ajound;  and  the  naantle  of  darkness 
spread  over  the  whole  face  of  heaven. 
Eveiy  thing  portended  an  awful  tenjr^ 
pest,  and  it  already  began  to  hghteq,; 
vvhen   Alfred   and    Lo^is^^^lj^ir^  tp> 
B  3- 
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their  cabin  to  reflect  on  a  situation  to 
them  seemingly  most  perilous.      Th« 
faint  flash  which  preceded  was  only  ^ 
prelude  to  a  tremendous  clap  of  thun- 
der; again  it  rolled  in  majestic  mur- 
_^  niurs  along  a  distant  part  of  the  sky, 
when  a  few  heavy  drops  of  rain  de- 
scended.    The  sailors  nimbly  flew  to 
their  posts,  and  carefully  secured  the 
ship's  rigging;  the  wind  commenced 
blowing  a  tremendous  gale,  and  they 
endeavoured  to  scud  under  close-reefed 
topsails,  while  they  contemplated  the 
approach  of  the  storm  in  security. 

In  this  short  interval  the  flashes  in* 
cf eased  in  strength  aud  velocity.  It 
grew  dark,  and  not  a  star  penetrated 
the  thick  atmosphere.  Alfred  re-ascend- 
ed the   ship's   deck,    to   observe   the 
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lightning,  which  cleaved  in  powerful 
extension  the  hlack  clouds,  breaking 
them  upon  all  quarters  of  the  heavens. 
Now  again  the  thunder  rolled,  con- 
vulsing the  deep  element  below,  and 
he  returned  to  pacify  the  fears  of  his- 
Louisa.  "Do  not  be  alarmed,  my 
love;  the  echoing  peal  announces  our 
safety." 

The  thunder  now  began  to  roll  at  a 
-distance,  and  the  storm  seemed  to  pass 
away.  What  a  dreadful  night!  how 
heavily  the  rain  descended  ! — Oh  !  hard 
is  the  fate  of  the  brave  but  patient 
mariner ;  drenched  to  the  skin,  by  the 
torrents  which  pour  upon  him,  he  seeks 
in  vain  for  shelter;  without  trembhng, 
he  sees  the  tempest  approach,  and  hears 
it.  howl,  while  the  bursting  thundei 
B  4 
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shakes  the  heavens,  as  jt  rolls  over  hU 
defenceless  head.     No  liand  minister* 
him    comfort,    no   heart   sympathizes 
with  him  in  his  sufferings ;   yet    he 
considers  his  situation,  though  dread- 
ful, not  desperate ;  casting  himself  be- 
fore the  throne  of  mercy,  he  appeal* 
for  protection  to  Him  who  directs,  the 
wheel    of  Providence^    who   watches^, 
over  the  innocent  and  helpless,  who 
wipes  away  the  tear  of  misery,  and  i^ 
never  deaf  to  the  voice  of  the  isufferer..^ 
Still  the  rain  continued  to  beat  vio-^t 
lently,  and   it   lightened   excessivehvl 
though  the  thunder  rolled  at  a- greater 
distance.     Oh !  how  must  they  suffer 
who  have  been  unused  to  scenes  like 
tliese!  where  the  husband  clasps  his 
affrighted  wife  to  his  throbbing  bpsonij . 
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while  her  heart  feels  more  for  the 
hardships  he  encounters,  than  for  her 
own.  Direful  are  the  apprehensions 
tliat  shake  her  tortured  breast,  the  seat 
of'pM«H^yi.a  stranger  to  offence,  she 
appeals  to  that  Power  \y ho  ever  smiles 
Oft  kinocence  With  kind  regard,  to 
protect  them  in  safety  from  the  pa^s^. 


ing  stoitn. 


Ye  raging  winds,  whose  wild  impetuous  roai 
Drives  the  swoln  surgee  foaming  to  the  shore. 
Suspend  your  fury,  bid  the  tempest  cease. 
Still  the  dread  deep,  and  hush  its  waves  to  peace. 
And  ye  wide  waters,  whose  ingulfing  tomb 
O'trwhelms  the  mariner,  and  seak  his  doom^ 
Oh !  bear  us  gently  to  our  destin'xi  shore. 
And  let  our  fears  preponderate  no  more. 

The  tempest  at  length:  spent  itself,* 
and  the  distant  murmurs  of  t\\e  thun- 
tier  died  away;  they   now  ^atefulif^ 
t  5 
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acknowledged  the  kind  Hand  that  pre*' 
gei'ved  them,  and  fervently  solicited 
a  continuance  of  His  favour  and  pro- 
tection, supported  by  which,  they  were 
equally  secure  in  all  places  and  in 
every  situation. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  voy* 
32*6  thev  were  favoured  with  milder 
weather,  and  enjoyed  themselves  as 
much  as  possible,  until,  crossing  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  they  ex^' 
perienced  a  severe  gale,  and  were 
greatly  inconvenienced  by  tlie  fogs 
that  iire  generally  settled  around  those 
immense  banks  of  sand;  in  the  ob- 
scurity of  which,  they  parted  from  the 
convoy.  . '  The  American  shore,  how- 
ever, soon  appeared ;  along  which  they 
directed  their  course,  till,  arrived  at  the 
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Bay  of  Fundv,  they  had  to  encounter 
the  rapid  tides  which  oppose  the  al-: 
ready  dangerous  navigation  along  that 
bay,  to  the  city  of  St  John's,  New 
Bmnswick,  where  they  at  length  ar- 
rived, after  a  tedious  passage  of  nearly 
four  months. 

The  view  of  the  city,  on  their  ap- 
proacli,  was  delightfully  charming  to 
Alfred  and  his  lovely  wife ;  who  en- 
joyed themselves  in  the  thoughts  of 
going  on  shore;  nor  were  they  less 
amused  by  the  sight  of  some  Indians, 
wlio  surrounded  the  transport  in  their 
canoes,  bringing  supplies  of  fruit  and 
great  quantities  of  wild  fowls,  whicli 
thev  willingrlv  exchanored  with  the  sol-^ 
diers  and  the  ship's  company  for  their 
salted  provisions. 

B  6 
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Orders  were  sent  down  the  next 
morning,  from  the  Commandant  of  the 
citadel  to  disembark,  when  Alfred  and 
Louisa  landed  with  the  detachment, 
and^were  conveyed  to  a  genteel  lodg- 
ing-house, where  apartments  had  been 
previously  engaged  for  their  recep- 
tion; while  the  soldiers  marched  intb 
garrison  at  Fort  Howe. 
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CHAP.  XVII. 

''  How  they  lov'd. 

Witness  )re  days  and  aights,  and  all  you  hours 
That  danc'd  away  with  down  upon  their  feet,     >j^i 
As  all  your  business  were  to  count  their  passion/'' 

No  sooner  had  they  landed  and  were 
introduced  to  the  Commandant,  than 
he  informed  Alfred  hi^  orders  were  X/^ 
send  him  to  the  head-quarters  of  the 
regiment  (at  Fredericton)  with  his  de- 
tachment, as  soon  as  they  had  arrived; 
and  that  the  «loops  appointed  to  con- 
vey them  there,  would  be  ready  to  sail 
almost  immediately.  The  distance  was 
ninety  miles,  and  the  passage,  which 
was  on  the  river  St.  John,  could  be 
performed  in  two  days;  their  new  voy- 
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age,  therefore,  promised  them  much 
pleasure,  on  account  of  the  dehghtful 
season,  and  the  beautiful  scenery 
which  at  all  times  presents  itself  to 
the  view  of  those  who  explore  the 
windings  of  this  silent  and  enchanting 
riyer. 

During  the  few  days  that  Alfred 
and  Louisa  remained  at  Saint  John's, 
they  experienced  every  mark  x)f  atten- 
tion and  hospitality  from  the  vene- 
rable mayor  and  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  that  modern  city;  indeed 
all  ranks  were  eager  in  their  polite- 
ness, while  every  person  seemed  lost 
in  admiration  of  the  innocent  and 
beauteous  Louisa,  whose  personal  at- 
tractions and  loveliness  became  the 
constant   then^^e  of  ail  who  had  seen 
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her,  or  who  had  heard  of  her  arrival  m 
the  province:  nor  were  those  gentlemen 
who  had  honoured  Alfred  with  a  compli- 
mentary visit,  less  desirous  of  obtain- 
ing the  enjo3^ment  of  his  society  du- 
ring the  limited  period  he  was  allowed 
to  remain  amongst  them. 

The  summons  to  depart  at  length 
deprived  every  person  of  the  pleasures 
they  were  enjoying,  and  the  sound  of 
the  bugle  announced  every  thing  iil 
readiness,  when  Alfred  and  his  tender 
wife  took  a  friendly  leave  of  tliose  by 
whom  they  had  been  so  hospitably  re- 
ceived, and  proceeded  on  board  the 
sloop  destined  to  receive  them.  The 
signal  being  made  soon  after  for  sail* 
ing,  they  got  on  their  way,  and,  fa- 
voured with  apleasant  breeze,  arrived  at 
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Fredericton    in    two    days,   after   ex- 
periencing a  charming  passage. 

Previous  to  their  leaving  the  city  of 
Saint  John,  Alfred  v^rote  to  his  anx- 
ious parents,  giving  them  a  minute 
detail  of  every  occurrence  that  passed 
from  the  period  of  his  embarkation  at 
Portsmouth,  until  his  arrival  in  Ame- 
rica, soliciting  his  father  in  the  most 
tender  manner  not  to  be  unhappy  him^ 
self,  nor  to  suffer  any  of  his  friends  to 
be  unea§y  on  his  account,  as  his  pro-^ 
spects  proved  favourable  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  every  wish  centred  with- 
in the  bosom  of  his  family.  He  also 
addressed  a  letter  to  William,  giving 
him  a  description  of  all  that  took  place 
during  the  voyag*e,  as  well  as  upon  his 
arrival  at  Saint  John's, -and  entreated 


him  not  to  neglect  replying  to  his  letter, 
when  his  father  would  write,  to  whom 
he  referred  him  for  further  particulars. 
-jHe  also  inclcmed  to  William  a  few 
Ihies    for   tlie   venerable   parents    of 
Louisa,  stating  to  them  his  safe  arrival 
with  their  innocent  daughter  at  the 
place  of  their  destination,  requesting  it; 
should  be  punctually  delivered  as  soon! 
as  received,  and  such  further  infoi-mas 
tiOTi  igr^ntsed  .to,  the  honest  cottagers^j 
afetliay  would  naturally  tequi re  in  their; 
aaxi^ty. andi.aifectipn  for  jJieir  only: 

child.. .  ■ .  .:'.:  . :  ; .  :  ;  ;..,,; 

..ImmiBdiately  cm  their  arrival  at  Fre?i, 
dericton,  Alfred  and  Louisa  were  mei^; 
by^  the  General  and  liis  Staff,  as  well, 
as.  by  the  officers  of  the  regiment^, 
\rfia  congratulated    th^i^,.Ay>9|ji  their 
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safe  arrival  in  the  province,  and  con- 
ducted them  to  tlie  garrison,  \vher«. 
tliey  had  the  lionour  of  being  intro- 
duced to  the  ladies  of  the  officers  as 
well  as  the  principal  ladies  of  the  town 
and  its  vicinity,  and  were  afterwards 
sumptuously  entertained  at  the  Gc- 
nei  al's  house,  where  a  numerous  party 
had  been  previously  engaged  to  meet 
them.  Nothing  could  possibly  exceed 
the  attentions  they  experienced;  apart- 
ments were  also  previously  provided 
for  their  reception,  to  which  they  re- 
tired at  an  early  hour  in  the  evening, 
to  enj6y  a  night's  repose  at  their  new 
quarters,  leaving  their  friends  in  a 
state  of  ecstacy  scarcely  to  be  de- 
scribed, for  all  were  of  the  same  opi- 
Jliion    respecting    their    conduct   *nd 
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manners,  while  tlicy  seemed  lost  in 
their  admiration  and  the  praises  they 
bestowed  upon  the  lovely  and  innocent 
Louisa;  for  to  them 

— — ''  She  seem'd 
Fairer  than  fam'd  of  old,  or  fabled  damseJs 
Met  in  forest  wide  by  errant  knights." 

"  Something  unseen  o^er  all  her  form 

Did  nameless  grace  impart  j 
A  secret  charm  that  won  the  way 

At  once  into  the  heart !" 

The  n  ext  day  a  renewal  of  ceremonies 
and  invitations  comtiienced,  which 
continued  for  more  than  a  month  after' 
their  arrival ;  nor  could  they  devote 
their  thne  to  any  other  pleasure  during" 
tiiat  period,  than  that  of  receiving  and 
returning  the  numerous  visits  with 
which  they  were  honoured. 

Alfred    hecame    highly    respected.'- 


^};Iiile  he  rendered  himself  beloved  by 
the -officers  of  his  regiment>  and  the 
General  who  connnancletl  it ;  his  open^ 
generous,  and  mm\y  behaviour  at* 
tracted  universal  notico ;  and  his  so- 
ciety was  eagerly  courted,  not  only  by 
his  superiors,  hut  by  the  first  ranks  in 
the  province,  who  received  him  as 
an  intelligent  oflS.cer,  and  a  classical 
scholar.  Indeed,  he  well  considered  all 
his  pleasures  as  dependent .  upon  his 
owft  conduct  fifjy,  theij'  continuance^ 
■jyhiie  he  constantly  reflected,  that        , 

<««tOvp»  >  JU-^  The  'suffrage  of  the  wise. 

The  praise  that 's  woith  ambition,  is ^ttaipi'^  ^      >; 

By  sense  alone,  and  dignity  of  mind." 

l^or  could  he  in  the  midst  of  his  plea- 
sures forget  th^  pains  take;n  with  him 
i^  1^4^  early  days  by.  his  :doating  pa- 
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tTent,  nor  resist  the  impulse  that  taught 
him  to  exclaim,  even  in  his  happiest 
moments,  "  Good  and  generous  father! 
how  am  I  bound  to  respect  and  bless 
your  name,  for  making  me  what  I  am^ 
for  the  sentiments  you  have  instilled, 
for  the  nice  distinctions  of  honour  yoii 
tiave  inculcated,  and  for  the  know- 
ledge you  have  taught  me!  AFIien  I 
forget  what  I  owe  to  your  goodness, 
or  become  unmindful  of  it,  may  my 
Ingratitude  be  my  scourge !  but  should 
the  chance  of  war  or  climate  cut  short 
an  existence  made  valuable  to  me  b^ 
that  goodness,  may  the  celestial  agent 
that  waits  for  my  fleeting  spirit  in 
the  hour  of  death,  whisj^er  an  assur- 
ence  that  Alfred  exulted  in  the  cause 
-of. virtue,  which  secured   to- him   cm 
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inestimable  wife;  that  lie  journeyed  in 
tlie  track  of  honour,  marked  out  for 
him  by  his  loved  parent ;  and  that  in 
his  last  sigh  he  breathed  a  prayer  for 
both!  Oh!  let  me  prove  that  I  am  not 
unworthy  such  precious  gifts;  for,  with 
such  powerful  incitements,  can  I  be 
otherwise  than  successful?  The  pledge 
of  my  father's  esteem  shall  be  the 
guardian  of  my  honour,  shall  make  me 
sanguine  in  my  pursuits  after  fame, 
and  witness  that  my  undaunted  soul 
evades  no  danger  consistent  with  my 
duty,  feels  no  bciuiment  lor  which  I 
jnay  hereafter  blush!'' 

The  winter  season  at  lengtli  set  in, 
and  the  many  evening  parties  (termed 
•^Gregories*'  in  North  Amciica),  and 
the  dances,  had  coiumcnced:    nume- 
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rous  invitations  were  received  by  Alfred 
and  Louisa,  and  in  all  societies  they 
invariably  became  subjects  of  the  most 
pleasing  remarks,  not  only  for  their 
amiable  manners,  but  the  affection  that 
uniformly  subsisted,  and  Avhich  was 
ever  observable  between  them. 
^sA  new  scene  was  nov/  presented  to 
their  notice,  and  the  arrival  of  a  tribe 
of  Indians  from  the  province  of  Canada 
(that  came  to  winter  at  Fredericton) 
afforded  no  small  degree  of  pleasure  and 
amusement  to  the  olficers  of  the  regi-. 
ment,  and  particularly  to  tliose  v/ho. 
were  fond  of  shooting,  as  tliey  dare 
not  venture  at  any  season  into  tjie 
woods,  ])ut  in  company  with  an  Indi^n^ 
for  their  guide,  who  not  only  con- 
ducts them  sufelv  thiouoh  tlie  ibrest. 
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but  leads  tliem  to  the  different  place* 
where  they  can  have  most  sport,  and 
to  which  the  game  most  generally  re- 
aort 

The  curious  appearance  of  so  large 
a  body  of  native  warriors,  their  pecu* 
liar  customs,  and  their  habits,  were 
striking  to  the  observation  of  those  who 
had  not  seen  and  visited  various  nations 
and  climates;  but  to  tlie  innocent 
mind  of  Louisa  their  conduct  was 
truly  strange,  both  on  account  of  tlieir 
drunken  habits  and  miserable  appear- 
ance; yet  she  would  not  be  satisfied  un- 
til she  prevailed  upon  Alfred  to  invite 
a  party  of  them,  with  their  children,  to 
his  quarters,  that  she  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  inquiring  into  their 
wants,   while  she  would  administer  to 
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their   necessities   and    comforts;    and 
these    humane     intentions    she    very 
soon  carried  into  effect,  by  procuring 
warm  clothing  to  cover  their  helpless 
and  almost  naked  children   from   the 
severity  of  tl:^at;  inclement  season   of 
the  year,     i\Iany  Ave^e  tlte  visits  she 
received  in  consequence  from  the  more 
indigent  members  of  this  motley  tribe ; 
nor  was  she  known,  in  any  instance,  i,q 
permit   their  departure  from  her  pre-., 
sence,  without  alleviating  their  suffer- 
ings, and  contributing  to  their  wants. 
Their   domestic   estabhshment  w^a 
now   increased    by  the  addition  of  a 
little  Negro  girl,  purchased  hy  Louisa 
for  two  hundred  dollars,  who  proved  a^r 
great  acquisition,  from  the;  pains  taken  tp.- 
instruct  her  in  household  affairs;  while 

VOL.  II.  C 
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Alfjrecl  rendered  himself  comf6rtaMc 
by  the  services  of  an  old  Scotch  ^ol- 
3ier, 'taken  from  the  raiiks  to  perform 
^11  the  duties  attached  to  the  situation 
fif  an  officer's  servant  • 

The  pleasures  and  the  happiness 
they  experienced,  kept  pace  with 
their  fondest  expectations;  and  time 
passed  gaily,  on  its  swiftest  pinions. 
The  Gregories  became  more  frequent 
and  splendid,  the  parties  being  glad- 
dened on  all  occasions  by  their  pre- 
sence; and  the  hours  rolled  by  in  soft 
delusion,  as  their  business  seemed  but  to 
cherish  their  passion,  while  their  days 
and  nights  could  alone  witness  a  re- 
turn of  the  most  ardent  love.  The 
joys  of  every  person  seemed  complete, 
and  the  news  which  at  this  period  was 
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announced,  of  the  arrival  of  a  mail 
from  England,  tended  not  a  little  to  in- 
crease the  pleasures  of  those  who  were 
in  expectation  of  hearing  from  their 
relatives.  Alfred  appeared  amongst 
this  joyous  group,  and  eagerly  sought 
for  comnmnications,  which  on  receipt 
proved  but  too  deep  a  source  of  sorrow; 
and  the  banquet  of  pleasure  now  chang- 
ed its  appearance  to  a  house  of  mourn- 
ing, and  became  a  scene  of  the  ut- 
most confusion  and  heaitfelt  grief! 


C  5 
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CHAP.    XVIII. 

*^  For  surC;,  when  anguish  bursts  the  beating  hearty 

Callous  the  breast  where  pity  is  not  nearj 
When  nature  yields  to  sad  affliction's  smart, 
..  Unblest  the  eje  that  sheds  no  tender  tcjar." 

With  the  mail  received  there  dj)peared' 
a  parcel  for  Alfred,  and  directed  by 
William.  With  rapturous  delight  he 
liastened  to  peruse  the  welcome  and 
well-known  hand-writing';  When,  •  alas ! 
the  contents,  although  communicated 
with  a  tenderness,  upon  this  occasion, 
which  a  mother  herself  could  have 
scarcely  exceeded,  yet  burst  like  a  clap 
of  thunder!  For  in  the  parcel  there 
appeared  also,  the  last  epistle  he  could 
ever  receive  from  his  loved  father,  who 
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had  paid  the  great  debt  of  nature,  and 
was  now*  no  more ! 

From  the  moment  in  which  Mr.  De 
Claridge  perceived  his  son  s  affections 
were  in  part  removed  from  him,-  hig 
interests  in  tliis  world  seemed  ahnost 
totally  dissolved;  the  heart  of  this  ten-' 
der  parent  was  rived  by  what  had  ta- 
ken place,  and  he  endeavoured  to  con- 
ceal its  emotions  until  his  constitution 
received  a  severe  shock,  and  such  as 
he  felt  to  the  hastened  period  of  his  ex- 
istence: still,  as  far  as  his  declining 
health  permitted,  he  attended  to  the 
interests  and  the  happiness  of  his  Al- 
fred; and  while  he  secreted  his  own 
fears  he  endeavoured  to  banish  the 
alarms  which  his  family  could  but  ill 
conceal. 

c3 
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It  was  about  a  month  after  Alfred'^ 
departure  from  England,  that  the  fa» 
mily  of  Mr.  De  Claridge  were  sum- 
moned to  his  chamber.  He  had  never 
once  been  confined  to  his  bed;  that 
day  he  was  rather  clieerful,  and  retired 
to  rest  about  nine  o'clock.  He  soon 
fell  asleep;  but  between  ten  and  eleven 
he  awoke :  a  sudden  and  great  change 
took  place  ;  and  feeling  himself  at  the 
point  of  death,  and  but  jus^t  able  to 
raise  himself  from  his  pillow,  he  looked 
around  him,  when  the  first  object  that 
presented  itself,  was  his  constant  at- 
tendant, his  care-worn  wife,  with  grief 
and  despair  on  her  countenance.  She 
yainly  endeavouved  to  sooth  his  suffer- 
ings; in  vain  did  she  attempt  to  alle- 
viate his  pangs.  "  I  have  not  a  moment 
to  lose/'  said  he;  "come  hither,  and  re- 


THE   ]MEBPIDK)US   GUAROIAIv.         SI 

reive  die  last  blessing  of  your  depart- 
ing husband."  He  gently  pressed  her 
haiul  within  his  own;  and  bursting 
into  t«ars,  thu.s  addressed  his  afflicted 
partner:  *' Endeavour  to  fortify  your 
Hiind,  ami  listen  to  me  for  the  last 
time.  I  have  now  arrived  at  that  hour, 
from  wliich  nature  shrinks;  but  in  this 
trembling  moment  of  final  separation  in 
thi^  world,  I  am  not.  without  strong  con* 
solatioji,  I  have  long  anticipated  this 
bour^-Death  is  not  strange  to  me^r-i 
have  endeavoured  to  familiafize  thi^ 
scene,  and  have  looked  forward  to  it 
with  many  heart-rending  apprehen^ 
sions.— And  now,  my  beloved  wife,  my 
last  earthly  concern  is  for  yourself  and 
my  Alfred.  Providence  has  enabled  me 
to  provide  for  you  both,  and  I  trust  it 
c4 
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will  be  found  tliat  I  have  dischargee^ 
this  last  duty  conscientiously.  I  well 
know  -the  affection  of  your  heart— let 
me  embrace  the  last  opportunity-^let 
me  employ  these  last  moments  in  di- 
recting your  attention  to  Him  who 
will  be  your  friend  when  I  shall  sleep 
in  the  dust  of  death! — We  shall  meet 
again,  my  love  ;  and  when  we  do,  we 
shall  part  no  more.  You  have  ever 
been  the  tender  companion  of  my  life. 
— Let  my  last  words  sink  deep  into 
your  mind — continue  to  love  my  Al- 
fred with  unabated  ardour;  cherish 
his  interests,  and  permit  him  to, be 
your  future  protector  through  life. 
Farewell!  we  shall,  I  trust,  meet  again!" 
His  voice  failed  him — he  bowed  his 
head,  and  without  a  struggle  expired! 
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But  who  shall  attempt  to  describe, 
the  emotions  of  that  moment?  who  can 
dehneate  the  silence  of  a  chamber  of 
death,    in  the  hour  when  na^ture  sleeps  . 
— when    no    voice  is  heard    but    the 
suppressed    sigh,    and  the  convulsive 
sobs  of  a  bosom  heaving  with  anguish 
which  denies  to  itself  the   solace  of 
tears?  Who  can  picture  to  the  imagina- 
tion a  wife  gazing  upon   the   tranquil,  . 
yet  sad  countenance  of  a  loved  hus- 
band,  overspread  with  the  paleness  of 
death? — Let    us   draw  a  veil   over  a 
scene,  which  is  not  to  be  depicted! 

Soon  after  the  funeral  obsequies  of  Mr. 
De  Claridge  were  performed,  his  will 
was  inspected,  and  found  to  contain 
an  appointment  for  the  artful  and  de- 
ceptions William  to  be  sole  executor^ 
c  5 
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as  well  as  giiarclian  to  Alfred,  Be- 
queathing to  him  the  greater  part  of 
his  property,  to  be  held  in  trust,  until 
Alfred  arrived  at  his  twenty-fifth  year, 
when  he  was  to  be  put  in  complete 
possession  himself:  in  the  mean  time 
he  empowered  his  guardian  to  pay  hinv 
a  yearly  annuity,  reserving  the  am.ount' 
of  it  to  his  own  discr^^tionary  judg-' 
anent.  The  remainder  of  his  estate  he 
iettled  upon  his  wife,  during  the 
period  of  her  life,  after  which  it  was 
to  be  added  to  Alfred's  patrimony 
without  restraint,  and  to  remain  at  his 
disposal. 

These  melancholy  tidings,  and  the 
circumstances  attendant  upon  them, 
of  course  occasioned  William's  pre- 
sence at  the  once  happy  mansion  of 
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the  late  Mr.  De  Claridge  indispensably 
necessaiy ;  wliere  he  soon  appeared,  and 
remained,  until  he  possessed  himself 
(agreeably  to  the  tenour  of  the  will) 
of  every  part  of  his  property;  and 
lie  finally  prevailed  upon  Mrs,  De 
Claridge  to  accompany  him  to  England, 
to  reside  under  his  protection,  until 
she  ccxild  learn  Alfred's  wishes  and 
determination  in  reply  to  the  letters 
he  received  upon  this  melanclioly 
subject, 

"  For  when  the  woe-frattght  heart  is  liVjJ  with  c^j^c. 
And  eveiy  human  prospect  bids  despair. 
Break  but  one  gleam  of  heav'nly  comfort  in. 
And  a  new  race  of  triumphs  ^uick  jjegin." 

It  was  under  an  impression  of  these 
ideas,  and  a  recollection  of  the  high 
opinion  entertained  of  William  by  her 
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depaited  husband,  that  Mrs.  De  Cla- 
ridse  consented  to  leave  her  once  loved 
home,^  for  the  protection  of  this  perfi- 
dious wretch.  An  idea  also  suggested 
itself  to  her  mind,  that  Alfred  might 
probably  be  inclined  to  settle  in 
England,  in  a  situation  not  far  distant 
from  his  guardian  and  supposed  friend: 
she  also  recollected  the  anxiety  already 
exhibited  on  the  part  of  Louisa  to  live 
within  the  reach  of  her  relatives;  and 
therefore  determined  to  quit  a  mourn- 
ful habitation,  once  the  seat  of 
every  earthly  happiness;  and  with  ah 
aching  heart  she  set  out,  and  accom- 
panied tlie  guardian  of  her  Alfred  to 
London,  where  she  resolved  to  remain 
until  she  could  hear  from  him. 
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**  Hope's  fairy  form,  that  glid:;s  before. 
Full  oft  eludes  our  bounded  view  ; 

She  dwells  on  some  ench^n^ed  shore. 
That  faster  flies  as  we  pursue." 

Soon  after  their  arrival  in  the  me- 
tropolis, William  parted  from  Mrs. 
De  Claridge,  leaving  her  to  fix  upon* 
a  residence  suited  to  her  own  ideas  of 
retirerhent  and  elegance;  and  this  she 
lost  no  time  in  doing;  for  she  imme- 
diately purchased  an  excellent  mansion- 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sloane  Street, 
which  she  had  fitted  up  in  a  superior 
style  of  neatness,  and  with  the  strict- 
est economy.  Her  establishment  con- 
sisted of  a  faithful  old  domestic  and 
his  wife,  whom  she  brouscht  with  her 
from  Ireland,  to  retain  in  her  ser\'ice; 
and  being  a  stranger,  her  amusements 
consisted  in  viewing  daily,  the  princi*- 


38  THE   PHEIFIDIOUS  G0ARBIA5f^ 

pal  edifices  and  curiosities  of  the  city^ 
and  in  visiting  the  charitable  institu- 
tions, to  many  of  which  she  was  found 
a  liberal  patroness.  In  this  manner 
she  resolved  to  pass  her  time,  until 
the  anxious  moment  arrived,  when  she- 
eould  receive  accounts  from  Alfred,  in 
reply  to  the  distressing  letters  for- 
warded to  him,  on  the  subject  of  his- 
father's  decease. 

Distressed  beyond  utterance,  the 
youthful  heart  of  Alfred  endeavoured 
to  bear  up  against  this  bitter  misfor- 
tune with  manly  fortitude,  though  his- 
feelings  were  deeply  affected,  with 
those  of  his  compassionate  Louisa; 
vain  were  his  attempts  to  appear  gavr 
and  as  usual,  in  the  society  of  his^ 
friends  and  brother-officers;  in  vaiij 
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did  he  receive  their  invitations  to  those 
assemblies,  now  deserted  by  his  pre- 
sence. Silence  and  grief  supphed  to 
liis  mind  the  place  of  amusement  and 
mirth,  while 

^'  Care 

Sat  on  his  faded  cheek,  yet  under  brows 
Of  dauntless  courage  and  considerate  pride.'* 

The  return  of  the  mail  to  England 
being  announced,  Alfred  hastened  to 
address  his  widowed  mother,  and  also 
his  friend,  who  had  now  assumed  a 
new  capacity  towards  him;  and  in  the 
most  feeling  manner  he  portrayed  to 
them  the  anguish  of  his  mind,  and 
his  sufferings  upon  the  dreadful  and 
unexpected  subject  of  their  communi- 
cations. In  the  most  tender  manner 
did  he  entreat  his  mother  to  feel  com- 
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posed,  and  to  consider  herself  as  pe- 
culiarl}'  happy  under  such  circum-- 
stances,  when  protected  by  so  good 
a  friend,  as  he  considered  his  guardian 
to  be ;  assuring  her,  that  he  would  ob^ 
tain  leave  of  absence  from  his  regiment, 
and  return  with  his  Louisa  to  England, 
as  soon  as  possible ;  and  in  all  otlrer 
respects  he  endeavoured  to  sooth  her 
afflictions  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  thd 
feelings  and  dictates  of  his  inestimable 
heart. 

In  his  letter  to  William,  he  appealed 
in  the  strongest  manner  to  his  friends 
ship  and  feelings  to  excite  a  warm 
interest  in  the  charge  committed  to 
his  care,  expressing  himself  both  sa-» 
tisfied  and  happy  in  the  choice  his 
father.  hfdji\i§.(;le,  by  appointing  him 
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his  guardian ;  and  resting  satisfied  that 
he  had  so  far  perfonned  his  duty,  he 
dispatched  his  letters,  anxl  returned  to 
his  quarters  with  a  heavy  heart,  when 
he  soon  retired  to  his  chamb^Mtbeie 
to  reflect,  and  to  Weep  t     '"•>-''■•• '^  ^  ^"^ 
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CHAP,  XIX. 

■**  Thou  and  thy  sorrows  now  are  all  at  peace  i 
But  I  have  woes,  umiumber'd  woes,  to  come. 
If  any  ask,  whose  arms  have  never  clasp'd 
A  dying  father  in  a  last  embrace — 
If  any  ask,  whose  eyes  are  forc'd  to  see, 
Unhallow'd  view  !  a  dying  angel's  corse— 
If  any  ask,  what  orphan's  tongue  must  charm" 

The  ghost  of  sorrow 

Conduct  them  here — In  me  behold  that  wretch  j 
The  scene  and  centre  of  all  human  grief, " 

The  severity  of  the  weather  during  the 
long  winter  at  Fredericton,  was  sensibly 
felt  by  Louisa ;  who,  unused  to  so  cold 
a  climate,  began  to  decline  in  hec 
health;  nor  was  this  unnoticed  by 
Alfred,  whose  existence  seemed  to  be 
alone  centred  in  hers^ 
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Oiie  eveninor  tliev  were  out  late, 
when  she  returned  wearied,  and  com- 
plained of  cold.  The  next  mornings 
a  slight  fever  with  pleuritic  s)  mptoma 
appeared,  but  nothing  of  consequence 
seemed  to  threaten  tlieir  peace :  she 
apparently  recovered  :  but  a  cough,  at 
first  unnoticed,  fixed  too  deeply  on. 
her  tender  lungs,  ever  to  be  removed  X 
Her  appetite  imperceptibly  decayed^ 
and  the  colour  faded  slowly  from  her 
cheek,  ere  any  apprel^nsions  of  danger 
were  entertained.  Thus,  when  an  insfe-^ 
dious  worm  smites  the  root  of  a  flo\rer, 
it  reclines  its  beautiful  head^  and  the 
blooming  colours,  fair  as  the  tints  of 
the  morning,  lovely  as-,  the  luxuriant 
dies  of  the  rainbow,  fade  by  slow  de-^ 
grees,  till  they  disappear  for  ever  ^ 
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^jThe  moment  her  fine  blue  eyes  lost 
their  liistie,  and  thek  mild  radiance 
shone  dimly,  Alfred  and  his  friends 
felt  inexpressible  alann,  and  with  alix-r 
ious  caie  removed  her  to  the  city  of  St. 
John,  to  try  the.  benefit  of  the  sea  air^ 
This  failing,  everyplace  which  memory, 
could  present,,  or  skill  J)oint  out,  was 
tried,  but  without  success.  A  physician 
travelled  with  them.  She  frequently, 
during  her  illness,  conversed  about  her 
venerable  parents,  and  respecting  ano- 
ther world.  Yet  when  she  talked  of 
leaving  her  loved  Alfred,  the  tear  of  af- 
fection glistened  in  her  eye,  or  stole  not 
unpierceived  down  her  beauteous  cheek. 
Had  you  tlien  seen  her,  you  would  have 
said,  that  she  appeared  like  an  angel 
about  to  take  her  flight  to  heaven.. 
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•  At  length  the  malignity  of  the  dis- 
order seemed  baffled,  and  its  violence 
to  yield  to  the  power  of  medicine.  The 
colour  returned  partially  to  her  cheek, 
and  her  eyes  resumed  somi6thing  of 
their  histre.  •  Rapture  fillied  the' bosons 
of  every  person,  and  the  conslinfiption' 
apprehended,  they  flattered  themselves 
had  not  taken  place;  The '  physiciaii 
pronounced  her  out  of  danger;  but, 
alas!  it.. was  like  the . transient  blaze 
of  an  expiring  taper.-^-She'  expressed 
a  wish  to  return  to  Frederictop,  which 
was  instantly  acceded  to,  as  her  phv- 
sician  resided  there,  and  approved  of 
the  change.  She  had  a  better  appetite 
upon  the  journey,,  was  iij  good  spirits 

on  her  arrival,  and  Jsoop  after  retired 

— ruL}:ii  7::.'  /^  •:■.!!  ...^mi-  i..,      <■  .   ■    -,  .: 

to  rest.  .  She  was.  not  at  her  own  dwell- 
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ing,  but  at  tlie  house  of  a  friend,  wli* 
was  in  waiting,  to  welcome  their  return, 
and  who  judged  it  most  proper  not  to 
disturb  her  further  that  night,  intend- 
ing to  conduct  her  tlie  next  morning 
to  her  much-loved  home :  but  the  fa- 
mily were  called  up,  soon  after  they 
had  retired  to  rest,  and  ere  the  day 
dawned,  the  once  beauteous  Louisa  was 
a  corpse  1 

*<  Ye  fairy  prospects  then. 

Ye  beds  of  roses,  and  ye  bowers  of  joy. 
Farewell!  ye  gleamings  of  departed  peace. 
Shine  out  your  last !" 

For  scarcely  could  the  wretched  Al- 
fi-ed  press  her  cold  lips  to  his  own, 
when,  resting  her  head  upon  a  bosom 
that  bled  with  anguish  for  her  loss — 
a  convulsion  shook  her  dying  frame- 
she  closed  her  eyes— the  thread  of  hft 
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burst — ^ancl  her  spirit  took  its  flight  to 
heaven!  Thus  were  the  fondest,  the 
happiest  expectations  blasted.  Hardly 
alive,  and  a  prey  to  incessant  grief, 
the  lieart-broken  Alfred  was  conducted 
to  his  own  residence,  there  to  bewail 

**  the  loss  of  lier 
That,  like  a  jewel,  hung  about  his  neck. 
Yet  never  lost  her  lustre }    ■ 
Of  her,  that  lov'd  him  with  that  excellenct 
That  angels  love  good  men  with.*^ 

The  body  of  Louisa  was  also  re- 
moved, and  prepared  for  interment  ac- 
cording to  the  usages  and  customs  of 
the  province. 

On  the  day  in  which  her  funeral 
obsequies  were  performed,  the  proces- 
sion could  hardly  advance :  the  public 
roads,  the  trees,  the  churchyard,  were 
thronged:  the  poor,  wuth  the  naked 
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and  untaught  liidiay,  wept  aloud,  ^nd 
continually  called  upon  their  benefac- 
tress: children  strewed  her  .grave  with 
flowers,  whilef  they  raised,  ^tli^ir :  artless 
hands  to  heaven:  the  whole  province 
w^ept  on  hearJQg  of  the  untimely  fate 
of  this  inestimable  female.  The  officers 
of  tl\e  regiment,  in  deep  mining,  fol- 
lowed to  the  place  of  interment ;  those 
who  were  most  intimate  with  Alfred, 
held  the  pall,  while  they  all  shed  tears 
over  the  remains  of  their  departed 
friend. 

Lovely,  pious,  generous  Louisa,  fare- 
Y'ell !  happy  will  those  young  persons 
be.  living  ^anc^  dying,  who  follow  thy 
exaTnple,  tread  in.  thy  footsteps,  and 
are   interested   m  tlfie   favour  of  thy 
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Let  US  cease  this  affecting  narrative, 
and  draw  a  veil  over  this  heart-rending 
scene,  while  we  mingle  our  tears,  for 
the  loss  of  this  excellent  woman,  and 
the  sorrows  of  her  afflicted  Alfred ! 

Over  the  remains  of  the  once  lovely 
loirisa  was  elevated  a  plain  but  hand- 
some monument,  bearing  the  fgl lowing- 
•inscription : 

In  memory  of  hoaisAj 
Consort  of  Lieut.  ■  ■  ■    . 


of  His  Majesty's 

New  Brunswick  Regiment, 

who  departed  this  life 

August  2,  180(5, 

Aged  20  yean. 

"  O  goodness  in^nite !  goodness  immense  ! 

And  love,  that  passelh  knowledge  I — Words  are 

vain : 
I.anguage  is  lost  in  wonders  so  divine! 
Come  then,    BxrREssiVE  silence,  muse  nsn 

praise." 

VOL.  II.  0 


\'  Thus  was  lost  to  Tier  ftiends  iiid 
^e  worM  foe  ever,  a  ttjost  amiabte 
woman,  a  pattern  of-  virtue  and  ex- 
fcellence.  A  victim  to  conjugal  aflfec- 
tioii,  she  perished  on  the  distant  shores 
K)F  an  uncultivated  and  rude  country; 
leaving,  a  disconsolate  husband  to  de- 
plore the  miseries  of  his  o\vn  hapless 
situation,  occasioned  by  his  irreparable 
loss  1 

But  it  rs  the  lot  of  human  bliss  to 
l3e  unstable.  Oftentimes,  alas!  when 
we  consider  our  enjoyments  most  ccr- 
inm  and  secure,  an  unforeseen  and  sud- 
den blow  strikes,  even  in  our  arms, 
the  object  of  our  fondest  hope.  Oa 
such  an  event,  all  the  pleasure  of  our 
lives  appears  to  be  for  ever  extinguishr 
td,  and  the  surrounding  objects  seem 
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insert  and  forjom^  while  almost  every 
thing  we  behold,  excites  terror  and 
dismay.  The  amis  of  friendship  are 
now  in.  vain  extended  to  embrace  the 
friend  that  i&  no  more :  in  vain  the 
voice  of  fondness  articulates  the  be- 
loved name.  The  step;,  the  well-known 
step,  seems  suddenly  to  strike  upon  our 
listening  ear,  when  reflection  interposes, 
and  the  varied  sounds  are  heard  np 
more:  all  is  hushed,  still,  and.  lifeless. 
Wcarc  rendered  almost  insensible  of 
^^isteuce;  grief  appears  oi;  every  side, 
and  the  bleeding  heart  withdraws  the 
attention  of  tlie  mind  froni  everv  livinof 
object.  The  wearied  spirits,  in  the  hour 
of  dejection,  persuade  us  that  affection 
if  »g^e,.'a^^d  that  we  are  no  Ipijiger 
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eapable  of  loving,  or  of  being  belovedi 
and  to  a  lieart  that  Has  once  tasti^d  the 
sympathies  of  love,  life  without  affec- 
tion is  death  the  most  horrible  V  ^ 
The  unfortunate  being,  therefore,, 
uho  has  to  experience  this  misery'', 
IS  truly  deserving  of  commiseration^ 
For  in  these  moments,  in  this  sudden 
transition  from  the  height  of  happiness 
to  the  deepest  miser}^,  no  person  can 
be  capable  of  forming  an  adequate  idea 
of  such  distress,  or  the  grief  which 
a  loss  of  this  kind  inflicts,  but  the 
unTiappy  being  who  has  to  contend 
with  such  sufferings.  Yet  in  this  state 
is  the  youthful  Alfred  now  placed. 
Disappointed  in  the  pleasure  of  again 
embracing  his  loved  father,  he  is  left 
to  weep   over  the  tomb  of  his   lost 
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Louisa*  Such  sorrows  must  indeed 
be  great,  filling  to  the  brim  his  cup 
of  affliction,  and  exhibiting,  in  his 
fate,  "  the  scene  and  centre  of  all  hw^ 
man  grief. '^ 


^ 


-'a 
©  S 
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'*  If  e'er  I  Mot  her  memory  from- my  mind^    ., 

May  all  my  songs  severest  censure  proVe; 
And  Fate  relentless  scatter  to  the  wind 
My  hopes  of  fame,  of  fortune,  and  of  love," 

Miserable  and  hapless  Alfred!  bow 
many  torments,  alas!  are  there,  that 
lie  concealed  from  the  observation  of 
the  world,  which  we  must  learn  to 
bear  within  our  own  bosoms,  and  which 
can  only  be  softened  by  time,  under 
sufferings  like  yours !  To  a  heart  torn, 
by  too  rigorous  a  destiny,  from  the 
bosom  that  was  opened  for  ks  recep- 
tion, from  a  bosom  in  which  it  fondly 
dwelt,  from  an  object  that  it  dearly 
loved,  at  a  loss  where  to  fix  its  affec- 
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tion,  a  communication  of  its  feeling* 
can  alone  administer  comforl  \  for,  in 
sufferings  the  most  difficult  to  suppotf,' 
there  still  remain  resoui'ces  and  con- 
solation^ in  making  known  the  cause 
and  measure  of  our  affliction^.  A  caln» 
ifesignatron  unxler  inevitable  misfOT- 
ttasehj  will  naturally  cOatributfe  to 
procTxre  relief;  and  tkti  mind  whidi 
ajdheres  to  virtue  ea^  never  be  so  fir 
orerconae  by  a  sen^e  of  affliction,  a* 
A^t.to  endeavour  to  vanquish  the  feel-i 
ifi^s,  by  a  recitdl  of  their  sufferings, 
Itti{)ressed  with  siich  ideas,  and  as  thcj 
first  pangs  of  departing  affection  sub^j 
sided,  Alfred  addressed  his  unhappy 
mother  Jn  a  language,  and  with  feel- 
kjgs,  which  do,  credit  to  his  youthful 
lieart^  ^: 

xx4 


To  Mrs.  Ui£.  CiAKifidE. 

"  MY  DEAREST  »IOTHER, 

"  Wiien  I  had  the  mortrfica- 
tion  to  receive  the  dismal  tidings  of 
my  loved  father's  decease,  and  address* 
ed  you  in  reply  upon  that  subject,  i 
could  scarcely  expect  to  have  been 
overtaken  so  suddenly  by  another  af- 
Hiction;  judge,  then,  of  my  present 
5uiferiugs  (in  addition  to  those  your 
letter  occasioned),  when  1  inform  you 
that  my  Louisa,  my  loved  Louisa,  na 
longer  lives  on  earth !  A  victim  to  her 
constant  affection  for  your  son,  she 
was  unable  to  endure  the  rigidity  of 
tWs  frozen  climate,  and  now  sleeps  iu 
^dcatKI  A  ^pleuritic  complaint,  whick 
generally  proves  fatal  to  the  delicate^ 
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European,  who  ventures  upc^n  a  resi- 
dence  in  this  place,  has  deprived  me 
for  ever  of  this  inestimable  treasure ! 

"Submitting,  with  pious  resignation^ 
to  all  the  dispensations  of  Heaven,  she 
sustained   every  affliction  with   undi- 
minished fortitude.    Mild,  good,  and' 
tender,  she  endured  her  incessant  suf- 
ferings without  a  murmur  or  a  sigh ; 
timid  and  reserved,  she  disclosed  all 
the  feelings  of  her  soul,  with  a  kind 
^f  filial  enthusiasm  : — of  this  descrip- 
tion   was    the   superior    character  of 
whom  I  now  write ;  a  cliaracter  who'"' 
Convinced  mc,  by  her  fortitude  under 
the    severest    suffering's,    How    mucK 
strength  virtue  is  capable  of  convey* 
itig  to  the  minds  even  of  the  feeblest 
beings. 

D  5 
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•/*^  Diffident  of  her  own  powers,  she 
relied  with  the  most  perfect  confi- 
dence upon  God,  while  she  guided 
herself  in  every  thing  by  my  precepts. 
Taught  by  my  experience,  submitting 
to  my  judgment,  she  felt  for  me  the 
most  ardent  affection,  and,  without  any 
professions,  she  convinced  me  by  her 
actions  of  its  sincerity.  Willingly 
would  I  have  sacrificed  my  life  to 
save  hei',  and  I  am  satisfied  she  would 
have  given  her  own  for  me.  Acquaint- 
ed with  her  constitution,  I  soon  per- 
ceived the  blow  would  prove  mortal ; 
and  I  waV  deprived  suddenly  of  her 
comfort,  even  while  I  supported  her 
in  my  arms.    How  frequently,  during- 

V.      • •      •      •    • 

that   fatal   period,   did   my  wounded, 
bleeding'  heart,  bend  me  on  my  knees ' 


before  Heaven,  to  implore  her  recovery; 
concealing  my  feelings  from  her  ob- 
servation, although  sensible  of  her  dan- 
ger, for  her  decay  and  approaching 
dissolution  became  obvious  to  the  eycy 
3^et  to  the  kst  moment  of  her  life  she 
preserved  a  serenity  equal  to  the  pure- 
ness  of  her  mind,  and  the  affectionate 
tendeniess  of  her  heart. 

*'  I   should  be  unworthy  this  bright 
Sample,  after  having  v.itnessed   the 
Severest  pang^  sustained  by  a  female- 
in  the  earliest  period  of  her  life,  if  JE, 
permitted  her  virtues  to  remain  unno  > 
ticed,  or  my  own  mi»d  to  be  too  much 
dejected — ^a   female,    who,,  under  tlie, 
anguishr  of  incxpresj»ible'  tonnei\ts,  ncr 
ver  permitted  the  sigh  of  complaint  tt^- 
cscape  frpm  her; -lips,;  but  ^ilibmitti^d:. 
»6 
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with  silent  resignation  to  the  wiHoi^ 
Heaven.     She  was   ever   affectionate, 
invariably  mild,   and  always  compas- 
siona:te  to  ilie  miseries  of  ot^hers.    And. 
can  we,  v/ho  have  before  our  eyes  the 
sublimq.   example   which  a  character 
tluis  virtuous  and  patient  has   given 
lis,  under  the  pressure  of  a  fatal  disease, 
and  the  horrors  of  continued  and  bitter 
aironics,  refuse  to  submit  to  our  sliare 
of  these  distressing  troubles,  without, 
making  some  endeavour  to  oppose  ther 
storms  of  fortune,  by  the  exertion  of 
courage;  or  to  acquire  that  patience 
and  resignation  whicli  a  candid  exa- 
mination of  our  own  hearts,  and  a  si- 
lent, communion  with  God,  must  cer- 
tainly afford  ?  .,j  .    ..  '    ;  -         J 
i^QiJti  Yet  the  uafprlunate  being  whtl  de- 
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pk)res  the  ioss  of  a  tender  wife,  or  an- 
^cGtionate  husband,  has  to  encounter 
ali  the  sorrows  which  affliction  fastens 
upon  the  heart.  Such  is  the  eternal 
separation  of  sensible  and  beloved 
friends,  a  separation  more  grievous^ 
and  terrifyng  than  the  fatal  period  it- 
self which  terminates  existence :  foj\ 
the  soul  is  torn  with  anguish,  and  the 
iiery  ground  on  which  we  tread,  seems 
to  sink  beneatli  our  feet,,  when  this^ 
horrible  and  hidden  event  divides  us^ 
from  those  who  had  been  more  thai^ 
life  to  us  in  tliijs  world !  whose  me- 
mory, neither  time  nor  accident  can 
wipe  away,,  and  whose  absence  alone^ 
renders. all  the  pleasures  of  the;wocld 
CKlious  to  our  sight.  .    >*"ni.  {-Jif  j'  . 

d.5  *Miappy,  supremely  happy,  are  those 
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who  know  the  value  of  a  life  passed' 
itt  vil'tue   and  tianquillity,  and  who- 
ite  (^apable  of  enjoying  the  reflection* 
of  their  ovvn  heart.     The   soul   must 
then    taste  celestial    pleasures,    even 
«nder  the  deepest  impressions  of  sor- 
row and  dejection ;  the  eye  can  thenj 
look  with  steadiness  upon  the  transient . 
bufferings    of   disease;   the   mind   na. 
longer  feels  a  dread  of  eternity,  whikj 
We  lefarn  to  cultivate  during  the  re- 
mainder of  our  lives,   a  bed  of  roses^ 
tv^n  around  the  tomb  of  death ! 

'*  Should  these  idea*,  my  dear  mo- 
fhcTj  be  blended  with  the  suiierings  of 
your  heart,  I  shall  experience^  even,  14.. 
itty  own  misery,  a  pleasure  superior  t^. 
my  misfortunes;  white  I  beg  of  yo^ 
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ti^lieVe,  I'A  the  fnllesl  sense 'of  the 
expressron,  tliat  I  am 

^^  Your  truly  atTectionate, 

''  jCat  distre^ed  son, 

''  Alfred,* 

The  foUowirrg  affecting  letter  waj 
sifeir- inclosed,  addressed  to  Willianv 
and  comprises  the  entire  of  his  present 
communications  upon  the  subject  of 
Louisa's  decease. 

To  'WiLLixyi  O'Connor. 

"  Mr  BEARED  FRIEND, 

"  It  is  impossible  for  me  !& 
express  my  feelings  on  the  subject  of  •- 
tlxis  epistle,  or  to  convey  to  your  miritl-' 
aii  adequate  idea  of  my  sufTerings^^  updh' 
the  event  which  causes  me  to  address 
you  at  present.     I  have  inclosed  th's 
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in  a  letter  to  my  unhappy  mother^ 
which  contains  the  particulars  of  ait' 
intelligence  no  less  distressing  than 
^"e  tidings  of  my  beloved  Louisa's 
dissolution  I  Oh,  my  dearest  Wil- 
liam! what  have  I  not  lost,  in  be- 
ing deprived  at  so  early  and  uliex- 
pec  ted  a  period,  of  the  lovely  idol  of  my' 
heart,  the  amiable  companion  of  my 
life,  whose  departed  spirit  still  hovers 
around  me:  the  tender  recollection  of. 
all  that  she  was  to  me,  the  affecting, 
remembrance  of  all  that  she  suffered- 
on  my  account,  is  ever  present  to  my 
mind.  What  purity  and  innocence! 
what  mildness  and  affability!  Her 
death  was  as  calm  and  resigned,  as 
her  life  was  pure  and  virtuous !  Her 
kst  words  breathed  blessings  on  alL 
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h^X  fiiends;  and  while  resting  her  head 
on  tny  boM)ni^  as  her  eyelids  gently 
closed,  I  received  a  last  farewell,  a 
last  look  of  affection  from  her,  which 
lyould  have  pierced  your  soul,  had  y9i|r 
been  present!  -  _ 

"  She  now  lives  no  longer  on  earth, 
except  in  the  bosoms,  of  those  who 
tenderly  loved  her j  while  in  my  heart 
she  can.  never  expire!  Her  memory 
will  never  cease  to  be  thought  of  in 
the  recollection  of  those  who  esteemed 
her  as  a  distinguished  character;  nor 
can  this  serve  to  convey  an  adequate 
description  of  a  female  whose  excel- 
lejice  the  world  was  unacquainted  with: 
for    she   was    only   known    to  those, 

friends,  whom  she  has  left  behind  tp 

--    •     •■  '   •       -•  CT.  ^.  V    cii.   -[c^n 

bewail  her  fat;e!.    i  »     ,  , 


'  '^  ]^Iy  hil^erfefe  arfe  how,  iadetd,  com* 
fi^;  tod  t&at  Wo^n^d,  yet  bkedin^f 
Hfeart,  ^fcb  l^d  bttt  €©mineiiced  it* 
i^fo#s  for  "tftfe  Ib&s  of  ii  d«e^rt^ 
Mtie^',  Wi  ^oW  lEo^gKMili  its  dear^^ 
love. 

jor  sufely,  3-^  acctiihulatron  Wf  litP^ 
ntaii  misery,  sucli  s^  mine,  hevef  b(fe- 
fore  fell  \q  the  lot  of  ah  mdividiikt 
to  sustain  f 

'^Adieut  Ulmei^mi'y^u%&ioiii^ 
muhiicate  to  file  wbrlhy  cottage  pa- 
rents of  this  inestimable  departed  ^.Vo- 
ihan,  the  lamentable  fate  of  their  once 
.  lovely,  but  lost  daughter;  t6  yotit 
tenderest  reciVal  I  will  entrust  the  sad 
intelligence ;  and  while  X  refer  you  t(S> 
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my  dear  mother  for  every  other  par- 
ticular relating  to  this  tnekticholy  sub- 
ject, I  concliidi,  by  ftMring  you  I 
retnam 

'  *"  ^^Tour  alfecVionate, 

if  ^         'J  But  tr»ly  afflicts  ftiendy  i 


T 
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''I  seek 

This  unfrequented  place,  to  find  some  ease^ 
Ease  to  the  body  some,  none  to  the  mind. 
From  restless  thoughts,  that,,  like  a  deadly  swarm 
Of  hornets  arpi'd,  no  sooner  found  alone. 
Than  rush  upon  me  thronging,  and  present 
Times  past^  what  once  I  was».  and  what  am  now.^ 

The  sorrows  of  Alfred  exhibited  such 
poignancy,  as  to  meet  the  observation 
of  every  friend ;  and  the  hardy  stoic 
who  eould  with  so  much  philosophy 
and  feeling  advise  his  hapless  mother 
to  vanquish  her  sufferings,  is  now  found 
incapable  of  sustaining  his  own.  The 
society  of  his  brother-officers,  and  the 
parade,  where  he  was  wont  to  appear 
in  graceful  manliness,  became  irksome 
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to  him ;  and  he  obtained  leave  to  ab- 
sent himself  from  his  regimental  duties, 
th^t  he  might  tbe  more  frequently  in- 
dulge himself  in  solitude  and  in  grief. 
His  poetic  genius  also  became  awaken* 
ed:  by  his  sufferings,  and  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  his  retirement  the  following 
{Stanzas  first  issu^  from  his  pen :      ..if. 

.  ON  THE  DEATH  OF  LOUISA. 


Urfbounded  goodness,  thongfets  by  virtue  fraw^d,' 
r  ,To  guide  ber  actions  io  a  heav'nly  pace^ 
Dlrtinguished  her,  whom  ev'^y  friend  had  nam'd 
T'he  most  angelic  of  her  sex's  race, 

Admir*d  an^  v^luM  In  a  distant  lan3*. 
Her  gentle  manners  all  aflfectioawijn ; 


IT. 


The  untaught  Indian  own'd  her  fp.st'ring.  hand^    . 
"  And  virtue,  godlike,  marked' her  for  herovvu.*' 


1^9     ^.  :?i^l^^9!^  ^}^^?^J^ 


Sereaci  through  life>  as  ia  hec  d wth  resign,*^, 
H^er  actioiis  sgoke  a  pure  and  ardent  brea^^j, ,  - 

Faithful  to  God,  a  friend  to  human  kind> 

Her  friends  rever'd>  and  all  her  family  hitsU   '■ 
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Kegret  and  praise  the  general  voice  bestows^ 
While  public,  with  domestic  sorrows,  blendf; 

SevereF  yet  must  be  the  fate  of  those. 

Who,  while  the  good  they  honour'dj  loy'd  the 
friend. 


r. 


Thy  virtuous  precepts  still  I  *11  keep  in  view, 
Which  thou  hast  oft  instiji'd  into  hiy  iahidi 

Thy  pafient  suffecings.  make  my  soul  to  weep^i" 
For  in  the  midst  of  pain  still  tfaou  wert  kind^ 


TI, 


The  God  of  h,eav^n  did  thy  n:d;id  inspire. 

Thy  last  WQpdf.^'^'S^*^*'^^  blessings  ^11  around;  ' 
Wlxen  in  my  arnis  I  saw  thy  breath  expire, 
,.   Thy  virtues  witl>  immortal  bliss  wete  crown'd 


VII. 
Farewell !  O,  U^oa  most  tender^  best  of  sqnsitt ! 

How  dear  is  thy  remembrance  to.  my  heart  i 
If  ever  I  forget  thy  angelic  smiles. 

May  the  propitious  God  forsake  my  part ! 

August  10,  3  806. 

Alfred  was  frequ^ntfy  observed'  at 
the  close  of  "evening  to  bend  his  steps 
towards  the  buj^ial-ground;  and  here 
his  poetic  fancy  again  prompted"  him 
to  exhibit  his  feelings  in  the  foUp^ving 

Stanzas.  wnUen  'while  visiting  the 
Tomb  (t/'Locisa. 

Thougli  in  my.  earliest  life  bereft 

Of  every  link  by  Nature  tied, 
A  soldier's  life  to  lead,  I  left 

Those  friends,  for  w&om  I  could  have  died  ? 

I  hop'd,  tl^at,  after  all^  my  strife. 

My  weary  heart  at  length  should  rest  3 

And,  f^nting  from  the  waves  of  life^    ^.        ^ 
Find  harbour  iu  LduiJA*^breast.     ''^tf^"*" 


That  breast  so  warm  with  love  and  truth. 
So  bright  with  honour's  putest  tzy. 

So  lovely,  yet,  in  tenderest  youth. 
From  me,  alasl  was  torn  away. 

I  saw  her  youthful  soul  expand 

In  blooms  of  genius,  nurs'd  by  taste  5 

While  Virtue,-  with  a  fost'ring  hand. 
Upon  her  brow  her  chaplet  plac'd. 

I  saw  her  gradual  op'ning  mind 
Enrich'd  by  all  the  graces  dear; 

Enlighten'd,  social,  and  reiin'd. 
In  friendship  firm,  in  love  sincere. 

Such  was  the  girl  I  lov'd  so  well. 

Such  were  th«  hopes  that  fate  denied  ; 

We  lov'd— but,  ah  !  I  could  not  tell. 
How  deep,  how  dearly,  till  she  died. 

Close  as  the  fondest  links  could  strain, 
Twiii'd  with  my  very  heart  she  grew; 

And  by  that  fate  which  breaks  the  chain> 
The  heart  is  nearly  broken  too! 

Sept.  2,  I8O6. 
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One  morning  Alfred  was  missed  at 
an  early  hour  from  his  quarters;  and 
not  appearing  as  usual  to  dinner  at  the 
mess,  his  faithful  servant  was  dis- 
patched in  pursuit  of  him  to  a  situa- 
tion adjoining  the  forest,  where  he  was 
known  frequently  to  visit.  It  was 
during  this  period  of  resort  to 
a  well-known  spot,  now  rendered 
dear  to  his  imagination,  that  he  com- 
posed the  following  descriptive  Hues; 
which  were  But  just  finished  at  the 
moment  good  old  Duncan  arrived  to 
conduct  his  master  to  a  'sorrowful 
home.  :  -.^^  - 


VOL.  II,  E 
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THE  SOLDIER. 

-'  t" 

'Deep  in  the  Jone  recesses  of  a  grove, 

Iramers'd  in  thought,  a  Soldier  lay  reclin'd; 

He  look'd  around,  thus  spoke,  and  vainly  strove 
To  ease  the  anguish  of  his  tortur'd  mind. 

''  Ah  me !  those  solemn  shades,  this  awful  gloom. 

How  suited  to  the  feelings  of  my  heart ! 
This  solitude  is  like  the  dreary  tomb, 
^;  c  Which  now  from  me  does  dear  Louisa  part* 

\tci. :  .•■  .."■:.  ■  -.    ,\ .:  •:-;  .' 

"  Ye*: this  was  once  delightful  to  my, view. 

For  here  we've  oft  enjoy'd  an  ev'ning  walk; 
Oft  have  we  here  watch'd  the  ethereal  dew,   .  ^ 

Or  pluck'd  the  cranberry  from  its  verdant  stalk. 

41  K*'  ^2-^  \i>       a  '  -■ 

«^^ometimes,  when  the  pale  lamp  of  night  was  seen 
'    Darting  its  rays  then  through  the  nodding  tree^; 
When  the  soft  breezes  swept  o'er  yonder  green, 
?  And  Natvire  seem'd  to  smile  at  Heav'n's decrees; 

^'^Then  hand  in  hand,  with  friendship  for  our  guide. 
We  've  bent  our  steps  towards  the  forest's  hill ; 

Kor  could  we  wish  our  sentiments  to  hide, 
Fbi*  all  Vas  mirth,  affection,  and  good  will. 
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"  To  talk  of  things  sublime  she  oft  began; 

And  then  her  sentiments  my  soul  would  move : 
'  Look  on  this  scene^  and  bless  thy  God,  O  man! 

'  He  is  our  all :'  thus  spake  my  virtuous  love. 

"  Here  let  me  pause,  great  God!  let  me  retrace 
Scenes  such  as  these;  joys  never  to  return. 

Death  stole  the  roseate  from  her  heav'nly  face. 
And  left  me  here  in  this  despair  to  mourn." 

The  Soldier  paus'd — and  wept  at  his  sad  lot ; 

Nor  could  such  tears  his  manly  heart  degrade; 
With  falt'ring  steps  he  left  the  well-known  spot. 

And  disappear'd  amid  the  deep'ning  shade. 

Sept.  9,  I8O6.  iQ. 

The  winter  season  at  length  began 
to  set  in  again,  and  the  "Gregories'* 
and  the  dances  commenced  as  usual, 
but  not  to  afford  pleasure*  to  Al- 
fred; in  vain  was  he  solicited  to  joia 
at  the  festive  board,  and  in  the  dance; 
tlie  churchyard,  ala^!  ^ei:yed  him  a«  a 
e3 
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place  of  amusement ;  and  there  he  was 
known  to  spend  many  of  tliose  hours, 
once  devoted  to  mirth,  and  the  society 
of  her  whose  tomb  he  frequentlj^  vi- 
sited and  wept  over.  It  was  on  one 
of  those  melancholy  occasions,  and  by 
the  moon  s  refulgent  light,  that  he 
wrote  the  following  beautiful 

NIGHT-THOUGHT  *. 

How  oft  a  cloud,  with  envious  veil. 

Obscures  that  bashful  light. 
Which  seems  so  modestly  to  steal 

Along  the  waste  of  Night ! 

'T  is  thus  the  world's  obtrusive  wrongs 

Obscure,  with  malice  keen. 
Some  feeling  heart,  which  only  longs 

To  live  and  die  unseen  I 

*  Vide  Little's  Poems. 


"    And  upon  a  similar  occasion  Alfred 
aliso  composed 

THE  TEAR*. 

On  beds  of  snow  the  moonbeam  slept. 
And  chilly  was  the  midnight  gloom; 

When  by  the  damp  grave  Alfred  wept^ 
Ah !  it  was  lov'd  Louisa's  tomb. 

A  warm  tear  gush'd  ;   the  wlntrj'  air 

Congeal'd  it  as  it  flow'd  away; 
At  night  it  lay  an  ice-drop  there  j 

At  morn  it  glitter'd  in  the  ray. 

An  Angel  passing  from  her  woods, 
Observ'd  this  bright  and  frozen  gem  ; 

To  pity  gave  this  glitt'ring  tear. 
And  plac'd  it  on  her  diadem. 

Oct.  2,  1806. 

Thus  it  was  that  Alfred  passed  his 
moments;  he  was  ever  to  be  found  in 

*  Vide  Little's  Poems. 
e3 
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the  most  unfrequented  places,  with  his 
thoughts  fixed  upon  her  alone,  whose 
image  seemed  to  haunt  his  imagina- 
tion; nor  could  he  apparently  find 
ease,  either  for  his  body  or  mind,  but 
in  retirement,  and  while  musing  her 
praise! 


THE   PERFIDIOUS  GUARDIAN.  ?§ 


ii.i   i: 


CHAP.  XXII. 

"  In  me  thou  dost  behold 
The  poor  remains  of  beauty,  once  admir'd : 
Th^  autumn  of  my  days  is  come  already; 
For  sorrow  made  my  summer  haste  away." 

The  veteran  and  humane  Officer  who 
commanded  the  regiment  to  which 
Alfred  belonged,  had  long  observed 
his  melancholy  and  unhappy  situa- 
tion; and  considering  that  a  removal 
from  the  scene  of  his  sufferings  would 
tend  to  alleviate  them,  as  well  as  pre- 
serve his  health  (which  seemed  to  be 
very  much  declined),  he  feelingly  ap- 
plied for  a  leave  of  absence  of  six 
months  for  him  to  return  to  England : 
and  the  answer  to  his  application  hav- 
z4 
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ing  arrived,  granting  the  'reqfle^^  He 
had  made,  he  immediately  sent  for 
Alfred  to  commmiicate  with  him  upon 
the  subject. 

So  hasty  a  message  from  his  Com- 
manding Officer,  raised  the  anxiety  of 
Alfred's  troubled  mind,  lest  it  should 
prove  the  harbinger  of  more  distressing 
tidings.  The  mail  had  just  arrived, 
and  having  received  no  letters  from 
his  mother  by  it,  his  fears  on  her  ac- 
count began  to  preponderate;  and  he 
instantly  hastened  to  learn  the  parti- 
culars of  a  business  that  required  his 
immediate  presence  at  the  garrison. 

The  welcome  intelligence  being 
soon  imparted  to  him,  his  gratitude  on 
the  occasion  was  truly  conspicuous; 
and  he  quickly  resolved,  with  the  ad- 
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vice  of -his  Colonel,  to  quit  a  place 
rendered  miserable  to  him  by  his  mis- 
fortunes. He  therefore  determined  to 
proceed  immediately  to  Halifax,  and 
await  the  return  of  the  packet  for 
England,  there  to  seek  those  pleasures 
in  the  society  of  his  anxious  mother, 
which  were  denied  to  him  at  the  quar- 
ters of  his  regiment:  and  having  re- 
turned thanks  for  the  kindness  so 
feelingly  exhibited  towards  him,  he 
took  a  respectful  leave,  and  returned 
to  his  unhappy  home,  to  make  prepa- 
rations for  his  departure. 

Numerous  were  the  visits  he  had. 
now  to  make,  and  many  a  farewell 
issued  from  his  grateful  lips,  ere  he 
passed  the  round  of  his  regretting 
friends,  many  of  whom  wept  for  hi^/ 
e5 
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departure;  nor  was  the  loss  of  his  so- 
ciety less  regarded  by  his  brother-offi- 
cers, who  felt  equally  grieved  on  hear- 
ing of  his  intended  absence  from 
amongst  them.  He  had,  however, 
another,  and  a  more  arduous  task  to 
perform,  that  of  parting  from  the  spot 
that  contained  the  mouldering  ashes 
of  her  whose  image  w^as  ever  present 
in.his  mind,  and  whose  remains  were 
held  as  sacred  as  her  memory  lived 
within  hisboso^l  1  This  painful  struggle 
being  at  last  overcome,  he  gave  the 
little  negro  girl  of  his  Louisa  her  free- 
dom, as  a  reward  for  the  .fidelity  and 
attachment  she  had  exhibited  towards 
.  her  lost  mistress ;  and  making  a  hand- 
some pregent  to  his  faithful  old  servant, 
Duncan,  he  departed  from  the.place; 
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pt!)^scfsMilg 'the  esteem  and  affection  of 
those  whb'Sv ere  his  associates,  and  the 
blessings  of  many  poor  and  helpless 
beings,  who  had  long  benefited  by  his 
acts  of  humanity  and  benevolence. 

On  his  arrival  at  Halifax,  he  found 
the  packet  ready  to  sail,  when  he  em- 
barked and  proceeded  on  his  voyage; 
and  a  fair  ^^•ind,  which  continued  the 
greater  part  of  the  passage,  presented, 
in  less  than  a  month  after  they  had 
quitted  the  American  shore,  a  view  of 
Britain's  white  cliff's.  Joy  now  ap- 
peared on  the  countenance  of  the  pas- 
sengers ;  and  Alfred  seemed  no  less 
anxious  than  the  rest  to  set  his  foot 
once  more  on  Freedom's  fair  isle. 

During  the  remainder  of  their 
voyage  the  moon  shone  with  re- 
splendent beauty ;  and  Alfred  was  iu- 
e6 
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vited  on  the  ship's  deck  to  behold  a 
small  portion  of  the  works  of  a  Divine 
Providence.  Here  he  could  contem- 
plate, in  awful  silence,  the  various 
scenes,  the  changes  and  chances  of 
life  to  w^hich  human  beings  are  ex- 
posed :  arid  the  little  sparkling  bil- 
lows, which  moved  in  slow  and  quiet 
procession  between  the  ship  and  the 
land,  together  with  the  stillness  and 
solitude  by  which  he  was  altogether 
surrounded,  brought  to  his  mind  the 
following  sublime  and  beautiful  re- 
flection from  the  works  of  one  of  the 
most  elegant  of  our  modern  poets  *. 

See  how  beneath  the  moonbeam's  smile 
Yon  little  billow  heaves  its  breast, 
--Arid  foams  and  sparkles  for  a  while, 
Av/   And  murmuring  then  subsides  to  rest* 

*  Vide  Little's  Poems. 
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Thus  roan,  the  sport  of  bliss  and  care. 

Rises  on  time's  eventful  sea. 
And  having  dwelt  a  moment  there, 
•i:i:;JThus  naelts  into  eternity. 

Tliey  soon  after ^^'ards  landed  at 
Falmouth,*  and  Alfred  there  meeting 
with  an  intimate  friend,  who  had  the 
command  of  a  sloop  of  war  Avhich  was 
on  the  point  of  sailing  for  Portsmouth, 
proceeded  with  him  to  that  port:  aiid 
here  the  place  of  his  first  eiiibarkatioa 
:with  her,  v/hose  remains  were  entombed 
on  a  distant  shore,  brought  to  his  mind 
many  new  and  painful  sensations.  He 
could  here  retrace  every  step  he  had 
taken  in  his  walks  with  her,  and  have 
commenced  another  course  of  sulferings ; 
for  such  is  the  influence  of  SQ^jrpwoipon 
the  minds  of  sensible  beings,  that  we 
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generally  find  men  of  the  finest  sensi- 
bilities and  most  cultivated  under- 
standings discover  less  fortitude  under 
afflictions  than  the  most  vulgar  of 
mankind :  and  yet  ^ve  are  taught  by 
one  of  our  best  poets  to  refrain  from 
immoderate  griefs,  where  he  ob- 
serves : — 

.    '^  Can  storied  urn,  or  animated  bust. 
Back  to  its  mansion  call  the  fxeetmg  breath? 
Can  honour's  voice  provoke  the  silent  dust. 
Or  flattery  soothe  the  dull  cold  ear  of  death  r" 

The  fears  entertained  also  by  Al- 
fred of  meeting  his  mother  in  all  the 
agonies  of  a  distressed  parent,  as  yet 
lamenting  the  loss  of  a  fond  husband, 
and  having  now  to  behold  a  son  suf- 
fering under  griefs  like  her  own; 
were   ideas   too    painful    for    him    to 
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harbour  Ions:  within  his  mind.  AA'ith 
anxious  haste  he  therefore  repaired  to 
the  residence  of  his  longing  parent, 
and  presented  himself  to  her  view. 
Pale  and  trembling  he  embraced  her ; 
and,  while  pressing  her  fond  bosom  to 
bis  o\VQ,  ere  he  could  repeat  Louisa's 
pr  his  father's  name,  he  sunk  appa- 
rently lifeless  on  her  neck. 

]Mrs.  De  Claridge,  even  in  the  midst 
of  her  own  suifering>.  couid  not  sup- 
pose those  of  Alfred  would  have  been 
so  great,  or  have  harl  the  effect  of 
so  materially  altering  hts  fine  manly 
appearance,  and  of  injiuing  his  con- 
stitution, as  to  make  him  an.  object  of 
£0  much  commiseratiou  upon  her 
meeting  with   him.     Indeed,    his  ap- 
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pearance  was  such  as  to  make  her 
forget  her  sufferings  in  observing  his; 
and  she  was  known  involuntarily  to 
exclaim  :  *'  Good  Heavens!  with  w^iat 
rapture  could  I  have  thrown  myself 
into  your  arms,  my  Alfred,  when  in 
perusing  your  letters  you  shewed  me 
the  necessity  of  learning  to  support 
myself  under  my  calamities !  Oh ! 
happy  should  I  now  feel,  had  you  con- 
vinced me,  that  in  experiencing  equal 
sufferings  you  had  been  able  to  prac- 
tise the  lessons  which  you  taught." 
&Me  now  endeavoured  to  recover  frona 
his  weakness;  and  perceiving  his  mo- 
ther in  the  deepest  dejection  weeping 
over  his  withered  form,  he  fixed  his 
eyes  upon  hers;  and,  with  a  look  of 
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tenderest  sympathy,  endeavoui-ed  to 
soothe  her  afflictions,  while  his  fal- 
terins:  voice  could  scarcely  articulate 

these  words  : 

"  In  me  thou  dost  indeed  behold 

^he  poor  remains  of  beauty,  once  admir'd  : 
The  autumn  of  my  days  is  come  already ; 
For  sorrow  made  my  summer  haste  away." 

She  endeavoured  to  compose  his 
mind;  and,  as  she  again  pressed 
him  to  her  throbbing  bosom,  said: 
"  Be  happy,  my  loved  Alfred;  I 
will  dry  up  your  tears,  and  inspire 
courage  into  your  wounded  heart;  I 
will  be  the  kind  comforter  of  all  your 
sufferings  ;  aid  you,  to  support  them; 
banish  the  remembrance  of  sorrow 
from  your  mind ;  recall  your  sensibility 
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to  the  touching  beauties  of  ybiir^ii\fift 
language  and  ideas  ;  and  force  you  t6' 
acknowledge  that  the  firmness  I  pos- 
sess   is    inspired    by    your    precepts. 
You  shall,  in  return,  afford  assistance 
tome;  and  we  will  read,  think,  feel, 
and   lift   up   our    hands    together    iti 
orisons  to  God.     I  will  endeavour  to 
charm  away  the  silence  of  disgust  by 
entertaining  conversation;  and,  when 
tranquillity  returns,  collect  for  you  all 
the  flowers  which  adorn  human  life; 
discourse  with  you  upon  the  charms 
of  virtue;  think   of  you  with  love; 
treat  you  with  tenderness;    and  rely 
upon    you   with    confidence.     I   will 
remove  from  your   mind  all  anxiety 
about    domestic    concerns;    do   every 
thing  to  relieve  and  please  you ;  and, 
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while  endeavouring  to  secure  to  you 
all  the  happiness  of  an  easy,  tranquil 
life,  you  shall  preserve  to  me,  by  the 
assistance  of  God,  and  your  own  ta- 
lents, the  future  felicities  of  mine; 
while  we  shall  unite  our  endeavours 
to  afford  consolation  to  the  afflicted, 
and  succour  to  the  distressed." 

''  Oh !  my  fond,  iny  protecting  mo- 
ther !"  he  replied,  "  I  am  now  taught 
to  rely  upon  your  kindness  for  future 
happiness ;  in  your  bosom  only  I  will 
seek  a  refuge  for  my  sufferings : 
there  I  shall  combat  in  security  my 
rising  griefs ;  and  learn  to  support  my 
destiny  with  becoming  fortitude  and 
true  courage." 


(7/ 

CHAP.  XXIII. 

. ,.  ■    ■ '  *'  There  's  no  art  . 
To  find  the  mind's  construction  in  the  face. 
He  was  a  man  upon  whom  I  built 
An  absolute  trust." 

Alfred  soon  apprised  William  of  his 
arrival  in  the  British  metropolis,  and 
of  his  having  taken  up  a  residence  in 
the  house  of  his  mother;  expressing, 
at  the  same  time,  an  anxiety  to  again 
embrace  the  companion  of  his  youth, 
rendered  still  more  dear  to  him  as  the 
guardian  of  his  fortune.  He  addressed 
the  honest  cottagers  also,  and  endea- 
voured, in  a  manner  peculiar  to  him- 
self, to  reconcile  their  minds  to  the 
l6'ss  they  Had  kustained,  assuring  them 
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he  would  never  cease  to  regard  them 
with  affection,  nor  forget  them  as  the 
aged  parents  of  his  lost  Louisa.  He 
also  enti'eated  their  acceptance  of  a 
small  annuity  he  now  caused  to  be 
settled  upon  them  for  life,  as  a  token 
of  his  esteem. 

In  reply  to  his  letters,  he  receivetl 
the  most  ardent  professions  of  gratitude 
from  these  humble  but  worthy  people, 
who  promised  never  to  forget  his  kind- 
ness to  their  daughter,  nor  his  bounti- 
ful goodness  to  themselves;  while 
they  assured  him,  that  all  they  posr 
sessed  tliey  felt  in  duty  bound  to 
proclaim  as  his,  .an(jl„  that  he  alone 
should  enjoy  the  same  at  their  decease. 
The  artful  William .  speedily  ac- 
knowledged   the    receipt   of  Alfreds 


94  THE   PERFIDIOUS   GUARDIAN. 

Tetter;  and  with  apparent  anxiety  in- 
vited both  himself  and  his  mother  to 
spend  a  short  time  in  Suffolk  at  his 
residence,  where  they  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  each  other,  and 
conversing  together  upon  the  subject 
of  Alfred's  affairs,  and  consulting  his 
future  plans  of  happiness,  agreeable  to 
the  purport  of  his  lamented  father*s 
will. 

'  ''Mrs.  De  Claridge  had  long  contem- 
plated in  silence  the  conduct  of  her 
sons  guardian  towards  him,  and  ob- 
'served  with  deep  regret  the  hasty 
method  he  adopted  in  possessing  him- 
self of  the  property  of  her  departed 
husband.  Indeed,  the  opinion  she 
Ibrmed  of  his'  conduct  and  chatacter 
Hal  together  niaide  her  apprehensire  of 
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bis   motives    in   the    charge    he    had 
undertaken.     She  could  not  therefore 
regard  him  in  a  favourable  point  of 
view;  and   consequently  declined,  on 
her  part,   the  invitation  given  by  him. 
At  the  same  time  she  hinteil  to  Alfred 
Jhe   necessity  of  conducting   himself 
^with^  great  caution  in  the  settlement 
pi  his  accounts  with  his  guardian,  as 
well  as  to  be  careful   in  placing  liis 
signature  to  any  papers,  withoub  first 
being  satisfied  of  tlieir  true  intent  and 
meaning.     She  was  aware  that  a  long 
unsettled   accomit   subsisted   between 
them ;  and  therefore  felt  gre^t)  uneasi- 
ness  lest   any  advantages   should   be 
.taken  of  the  unlimited  <x)nfidence  so 
generously  placed  by,  her  spn  ii^rbis 
supposed  friend;  and  at  the  same  time 
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that  she  was  anxious  to  see  Alfred  in 
the  full  possession  of  his  father's  pa- 
trimony, she  could  not  but  be  fearful 
that  it  had  unfortunately  been  en- 
trusted to  the  care  of  an  unprincipled 
adventurer.     She   was,   notwithstand- 

^,  unwilling  to  alarm  Alfred  in  too 
v»asty  a  manner  by  a  disclosure  of  her 
apprehensions ;  and  determined  in  con- 
sequence to  await  the  result  of  his 
visit,  when  she  could  form  a  more 
correct  idea  of  every  circumstance, 
from  the  reports  her  son  would  make, 
and  be  guided  by  them  accordingly. 

Alfred  regretted  his  mother's  deter- 
mination not  to  accompany  him  during 
his  intended  excursion;  and  without 
inquiring  the  cause. he  left  town,  and 
repaired     to     the    residence    of    his 
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guardian,  where  he  was  received  and 
embraced,  as  usual,  with  all  the  trans* 
ports  of  a  seeming  joy,  and  congratu- 
lated both  by  William  and  Eliza  upon 
his  safe  return  to  England,  and  the 
prospects  of  future  happiness,  which, 
to  the  unfeeling  mind  of  the  former,  and 
as  he  expressed  himself,  had  at  length 
appeared  for  his  acceptance.     Happy 
had  it  been  for  the  unsuspecting  Alfred, 
had  he  cautiously  observed  with  his 
unhappy  mother,  the  artful  conduct  of 
his  perfidious  friend ;  he  would  then 
have  perceived  his  designs,  and  have 
^cen 

— "  Dissimulation  dwelling 
As  at  her  home,  in  every  smile  he  wore." 

Nothing   but   parties   and  feasting 
could  be  observed  within,  the  walls  of 

VOL.  II.  F 


9^  THE  -  PERFIDIOUS  XS^UAKDIASP*! 

his  guardian's  house,  which  ^ppeafdit^ 
to  have  undergone  a  total  transforma*  - 
tion,  and  now  resembled  the  mansion* 
of  a  titled  owner,  more  than  the  humble 
dwelling  of  a  village  apothecary.    The 
§ports  of  the  field  and  the  pleasures  of 
society  when  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  . 
bottle,  still  appeared  gratifying  to  Wil^'f 
liam;  the  latter  he  could  not  refrain 
from    an   almost   constant   use  of,  so 
that  Alfred  was  frequently  forced  to 
retire  from  the  debauched  scene,  and 
repair   to  the  cottage  of  his  worthy 
friends,  where  he  would  mingle  in  the 
tear  of  sorrow  with  them  for  the  loss 
of  their  departed  child. 

He  had  remained  nearly  a  month  in 
Suffolk,  during  which  period  he  repeat*n:tt 
edly  solicited  a  statement  of  his  ac-^  ^ 
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counts,  but  in  vain ;  for  eveiy  thing, 
seemed  to  give  way  with  his  guardiau 
to  entertainments  and  intoxication;  so, 
that  he  as  repeatedly  deferred  the  pror 
duction  of  them,  while  he  attempted 
to  ridicule  the  exactness  of  Alfreds 
ideas  upon   a   subject  he  Avould  fain 
have  considered  as  of  little  consequence 
between  them ;  but  Alfred  had  arrivedn 
at  years  of  discretion  and  maturity ;- 
and  although  he  could  willingly  place, 
an  unlimited   and    absolute   trust    iurn 
the  integrity  of  his  supposed  friend,^*^ 
yet  he  wisely  considered,  that  the  mi*vit 
serable  being,  in  whose  bosom  the  cor^ist 
ruptions  of  the  world  had  destroyed-  > 
every   precious   gift   of  nature;    who: 
knew  no  other  pleasure,  was  sensibl^^^ 
to  no  other  happiness,  than  what  cards, 
>  F  2 
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ior  the  luxury  of  a  richly  burnished 
table  afforded ;  who  disdained  all  ex- 
ercise of  tlie  understanding,  considered 
all  delicacy  of  sentiment  unnatural, 
and,  by  a  brutality  almost  inconceiv- 
able, could  laugh  at  the  sacred  name 
of  sensibility,  must  be  lost  to  virtue, 
and  totally  unfit  to  associate  with,  as 
a  future  companion ;  he  therefore  pre- 
pared for  his  return  to  town,  while  he 
again  solicited  a  production  of  his  ac- 
counts, that  they  might  be  inspected 
previous  to  his  departure, 

'  ^^^Tlie  artful  William  at  length  began 
to  ftel  alarmed  at  the  earnest  manner 
ill  which  Alfred  dem.anded  a  statement 
df  his  affairs;  but,  willing  to  postpone 
the  evil  hour  as  long  as  possible,   lie 

■"tie^iuested  that  a  short  period  might  be 
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igiven  him,  to  arrange  and  produce  aB 
the  documents  necessary  on  the  occa*- 
sion,  while  he  assured  Alfred  th^ 
every  particular  should  be  minutely 
detailed ;  at  the  same  time  he  tendered 
to  him  a  stamped  paper  for  his  signa- 
ture, that  he  denominated  a  matter  of 
form,  or  acknowledgment  for  the  dif- 
ferent sums  he  had  furnished  to  him; 
which  being  signed  by  Alfred,  he  pro- 
mised to  have  every  thing  ready  for 
his  inspection  in  a  very  short  period 
from  that  date. 

Credulous  and  unsuspecting  Alfred  i 
your  heart  possessed  too  much  of  hu- 
man virtue,  to  suppose  your  guardian 
capable  of  deceiving  you ;  the  milk  of 
human  kindness  flowed  in  too  much 
purity  within  your .  souJ,.  to  suspect 
F  3 
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that  of  your  frientl  to  be  taimed  attfl 
rotten;  or  that  he  could  basely  ehtt^ 
the  fatherless,  who  had  been  committed 
to  his  care;  at  a  moment  too,  least 
expected,  you  were  called  in  haste, 
and  secreted  from  the  observation  of 
human  beings,  desired  to  place  your 
signature  to  an  unknown  deed,  which 
-the  monster  artfully  presented,  and  on 
your  signing,  as  speedily  removed  from 
your  sight,  to  prevent  a  discovery  of 
the  imposition  he  had  practised  !  Hap- 
less Alfred  !  what  miseries  you  would 
then  have  avoided,  if  you  had  but  re- 
flected upon  the  advice  received  from 
your  mother  on  parting  from  her,  and 
had  practised  it ! 

M^'^our  society  was  no  longer  consi- 
dered a  plea^snre  by  your  perfidious 
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guardian;  Jie; had  now-suited  his  pur- 
poses; by  you,  and,  fearful  you  should 
remain,  to 

'*  Behold  his  guilty  looks;  for  guilt  will  speak. 
Though  tongues  were  out  of  use^" 

he  hastened  your  departure,  while  the 
modern  lago,  with  a  duplicity  un- 
paralleled in  the  annals  of  infamy, 
and  while  he  received  from  you  the 
hand  of  friendship  on  parting,  suffered 
these  remarkable  words  to  issuse  from 
his  perjured  and  polluted  lips :  "  Alfred, 
my  friend,  farewell ! 

— "  I  cannot  be  ^w 

Mine  own,  nor  any  thing  to  any,  if,   ^^Q 
I  be  not  thine  !  " 

In  passing  the  door  of  the  venerable 
cottagers,  he  caused  the  carriage  to  stop 
for  a  few  moments,  while  he  alighted 
F  4 
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to  embrace  them;  when  on  partings 
his  feelings  overcame  him,  and  he 
could  but  utter  a  faint  adieu,  as  he 
quitted  them,  and  proceeded  on  bis 
journey  to  town. 


3d:t  ^Lfo  hn'^  ot  c:^ 
odw  Ik       . 
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CHAP.  XXIV. 

**  Had  some  kind  angel  op'd  the  book^ 
And  let  me  read  my  fate,  my  heart  had  burst. 
When  it  beheld  the  ills,  which  one  by  one 
I  have  endur'd." 

On  Alfred's  arrival  in  town,  the  anxiety 
of  his  mother  increased  to  learn  the 
particulars  of  his  reception,  as  well  as 
the  result  of  his  visit  to  his  guardian. 
Her  inquiries  on  all  subjects  were  ge* 
neral  and  minute,  and  she  appeared 
uncommonly  solicitous  to  find  out  the 
situation  of  their  accounts;  hut  who 
can  describe  her  consternation,  or  fancy 
to  themselves  the  sliock  sustained  by 
this  anxious  parent,  on  learning  from 
lier  son,  that  he  had  signed  a  deed^ 
F  5 


the  purport  of  which  he  wa¥  ^  as 
yet  ignorant  of,  and  without  being' 
able  to  settle  his  accounts!  Her  sus- 
picions were  now  indeed  strength- 
ened, and  she  could  plainly  perceive 
that  all  her  fears  upon  this  subject 
were  but  too  justly  formed ;  with  pre- 
cision she  could  almost  have  guessed 
tit  the  consequences  that  would  ensue; 
vet,  unwilling  to  excite  unpleasant 
toiotions  in  her  son's  mind,  so  lately 
the  seat  of  imhappiness,  she  suffered 
herself  to  sink  under  the  weight  of  her 
Apprehensions,  until,  borne  down  with 
an  anxiety  borderijig  upbn  despair/ 
$he  became  a  victim  to  her  sufferings, 
^d  was  very  soon  confined  to  her 
chamber ^'by^a^^'destructive  illness  in 
coftSequen<^A<*^  la«^nu,i^.;Ui/li^.,^(j^ui»i 
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^jiAlfi'ecl  was  uncommonly  anxious  to 
<^CQverithe  cause  of  his  ijiother's  in? 
disposition,  and  the  uneasiness  of  her; 
mindy  by  which  it  was  occasioned;  and 
Qonceiving  that  4  residence  in  the. 
country  would  be  more  congenial  to 
ber .  health,  and  also  be  the  means  of 
restoring  tranquillity  to  her  mind,  he, 
proposed  a  removal  to  some  spot  more;, 
suited  to  retirement  and  ease,  than  th^ 
i:esidence  in  wliich  they  dwelt;  with 
tenderness,  therefore,  he  entreated  hqy, 
to.  settle  her  jnind  upon  a  retire;d,  count 
try  life,  where  she  would  he  mpre  freg 
from  the  bustle  of  the  world,  a.nd  ex-, 
perience  a  more  calm  .repose;  ^d  i^ 
proposing  this  chauge,  ^e  feelingjj 
ql>served  to  her  :  .".The.yeil^wJji,g})^o]^- 
scores  your  happiness,  my ^^^^^^(^ 
J  6 
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ther,  will  Tanish ;  the  painftl  btftdi^ 
which  seems  to  oppress  .j(mt  soul  W-tH 
be  alleviated,  and  we  shall  no  lotigef 
wrestle  ivith  nnisfortunes,  iW  longir 
murmnr  against  the  dispensations'  6f 
ProvidcTice,^  but  TfefTect  with  calrtn^sJs 
and  serenity  upon  the  haprpitie^is^  faf 
out  situation,  when  compared  with  thiit 
of  thousands  of  our  felIow-ci*eatur^. 
We  shall,  in  retirement,  feel  contented, 
and  our  hearts  wf  11  acquire  thehabifS 
of  patieiiCe ;  every  corroding  care  vt^lfl 
fly  from  our  breasts,  and  on  every 
6ide  agreeable  and  interesting  scenes 
will  present  themselves  to  our  view;; 
*the  brilliant  sun,  sinking  behind  the 
"lofty  rfiountains,  tinging  their  snoif^- 
/isrowned  summits  with  gold ;  the  fea- 
'^Kei^'d  choir  hsiatening  to  their  mossy 


TMJ5!  VUCrWfOVS  ^tTAltDTAK.         10^ 

bdtnest^    the    proud    crowing   of  the 
aanorous  cock;  the  slow  march  of  the 
c«€n  returning  from  their  daily  toil ; 
the  noble  activity  of   the  generous 
B^eed:  all  will  unite  and  tend  to  alle- 
viate the  greatest  of  sufferings.     We 
lihall   then  receive   the  visits   of  in- 
truders with  an  open  air;  and,  provided 
^ey  do  not  too  frequently  interrupt 
the  pleasures  of  our  retreat,  we  shall 
reconcile  our  hearts  to  all  mankind. 
The  tears  of  affliction  will  soon  dry 
up  under  the  sympathizing  breath  of 
peaceful  zephyrs;  the  heart  will  ex» 
pand,  and  only  feel  a  tranquil  sorrow ; 
the  bloom  of  Nature  will  present  itself 
to  our  eyes  on  every  side,  and  in  the 
enjoyment   of  its   fragrance  we   will 
feel  relief  from  our  woe.     Every  s^ 
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and  sorrowful  idea  will  gradually disrt^ 
appear ;  the  mind  will  no  longer  reject 
consolatory  meditations;  and  as  the 
evening  sun  absorbs  the  damp  vapours 
of  a  rainy  day,  a  happy  tranquillity 
will  dissipate  the  troubles  of  tte  soul^- 
and  dispose  us  to  enjoy  those  blessings 
with  which  Providence  has  so  abun- 
dantly supplied  us. 

;*:  Under  considerations  like  these,  but 
partixjularly .  Avith  a  view  to  remove 
Alfred  to  ja!  greater  distance  from  thii§ 
snares  and  seductive  habits  of  hi^ 
guardian,  who  now  appeared  to  Mrs.  De 
Claridge  in  his  real  character,  she 
consented  to  the  change  proposed  bj 
her  son.  And  the  more  effectually  to 
^iiard  against -a  "too  frequent  interr 
i^pvtrse  between-  ik^h  she  fixed  upon 
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thelslis  of  Wight  as  a  future  residence  r 
and  irro-ino^  the  necessity  of  an  almost 
iinmediate  removal,  she  proposed  hiring 
lod<rino^s  at  Carisbrook,  until  thev 
could  fix  upon  a  more  permanent  re- 
sidence. 

<i  Alfred  therefore  communicated  their 
hitentions  to  William;  and  in- ^he  most 
candid  manner  informed  him,  that  hi» 
mothers  happinessand  the- recovery) of^ 
her  health  demanded  his  ehtire  atten- 
tion, and  must  remain 'paramount  in 
his(  iHmd  -to  every  othet*  consideration. 
Indeed  die  had  witnessed  sufficient  de-^ 
bauchery  when  lately  at  the  residency 
of  his^  guardianr  fo  render  -a  futu«o 
mtimacy  witlv  him  impossible. -.-Nof 
wa$  his*  regard  less  shaken  on  firidingjt 
during  Ihs  late  stay  there,  that  >WiK 
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liam  had  almost  totally  forsaken  tTO' 
conjugal  embraces  of  a  wife,  by  whose, 
patrimony   he   was    raised    from    in-' 
digence   to  a  state  of  independence, 
but  which  he  was  now  basely  appro- 
priating to  the  vile  purposes  of  sup- 
porting a  prostitute  in  the  neighbouring 
hamlet;  to  whose  barren  and  corrupt 
bosom  he  more  frequently  repaired  for 
ideal  pleasures,  than  he  courted  real 
happiness  in  the  affectionate  smiles  of 
his  injured  Eliza.     In  fact,  the  scenes 
exhibited   to  the   view  of  Alfred  by' 
William,    together    with   his    general 
bad  character,  and  the  mean  estima- 
tion in  which  lie  was  held,  even  in 
his   own    neighbourhood,    made    hini^' 
anxious  for  the  arrival  of  that  moment' 
which  would  place  his  property  and 
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aflfeirs^^in  his  own^  possession,  and 
thereby  terminate  all  future  accounts, 
ai\d  perhaps  intimacy^  between  them. 
Ye|  he  forbore  a  disclosure  of  his  sen- 
timents to  ^hifi  mother,  on  principles 
similar  to  those  she  had  adopted  on  a^ 
iike_ occasion;  and,  without  further 
hesitation,  he  consented  to  a  future 
residence  at,  and  an  early  visit  to  the 
Spot  chosen  by  her. 
-.  In  the  reply  given  by  William  to 
Alfred's  communication  upon  this 
subject,  he  artfully  pretended  to  re- 
gret his  absence;  but  more  particu- 
larly that  they  should  be  situated  at  so 
great  a  dista^ice  from  each  other;  while 
he  endeavoured  to  flatter  him  with  the 
pleasures  attending  their  meetings  m 
London^  which  he  proposed  should 
be   frequent;    and  with  some  further 
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idle  and  iinfeelino;  comments  he  con- 
eluded  a  very  short  epistle. 

The  house  in  which  Mrs.  De  Cla- 
ridge  resided  was  partly  disposed  of; 
and  her  debility  exhibiting  a  seeming 
tendenc}''  to  increase,  Alfred  was  anx- 
ious for  the  intended  removal  to  take 
place,  and  hastened  the  preparations 
atccordingly  : .  but  S3miptoms  of  an  ap- 
proaching illness  appeared,  which- 
threatened  the  dissolution  of  his  mo- 
ther, and  put  a  stop  for  the  present  to 
any  change.  The  .  fears  of  Alfred 
again  gathered  around  him ;  and  in 
their  quick  succession  were 

— ''^  Ever  ting'd  with  black. 
Painting  to  his  mind  strange  images  of  woe." 

While  he  dreaded  the  hours  as  they 
passed,  his  spirits  also  began  to  feel  a 
total  depression;  and  in  the  midst  of 
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his  agonies  for  tiie  safety  of  his  mo- 
ther, he  appealed  to  Heaven  for  relief, 
while  he  bent  his  knee  in  supplication 
to  God  for  her  recovery,  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  whose  mercy  he  also  fervently 
prayed  to  be  heard  for  himself,  saying: 

"  Eye  me,  bless'd  Providence,  and  square  my  trial 
To'  ray  proportion'^  itrepgth.'* 
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CHAP.      XXV. 

"  Prepare  to  hear 

A  story  that  shall  turn  thee  into  stone. — 
Could  there  be  hewn  a  monstrous  gap  in  Nature, 
A  flaw  made  through  the  centre  by  some  god. 
Through  which  the  groans  of  ghosts  might  strike 

thy  ears. 
They  would  not  wound  thee  as  this  story  will." 

Mrs.  De  Claridge  having  happily  ex- 
perienced a  more  convalescent  change, 
the  preparations  were  renewed,  and 
the  day  at  length  fixed  upon  for  their 
departure;  when  they  were  favoured 
with  a  very  kind  letter  from  William, 
stating  his  intention  of  proceeding  to 
London  without  delay,  for  the  purpose 
of  submitting  his  accounts  for  inspec- 
tion; which  being  satisfactorily  set- 
tle, he  would  have  the  pleasure  of  a 
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parting  embrace  previous  to  their 
quitting  London  for  Hampshire. 

A  note  by  the  two-penny  post  next 
morning  also  informed  them  of  his 
arrival  at  the  New  Hummums,  Covent 
Garden;  where  Alfred  instantly  re- 
paired to  meet  and  conduct  his  friend 
to  his  mother's  residence.  But  on 
their  meeting,  William  pleaded  an 
engagement  of  a  private  and  most 
particular  nature,  which  would  oc- 
cupy his  tin"ie  until  dinner-hour  the 
following  day;  when  he  promised 
Alfred  he  should  see  him,  and  spend 
the  evening  with  him. 

Unconscious  of  tJie  base  miscreant  s 
perfidious  designs,  the  unsuspecting 
Alfred  made  preparations  to  receive 
him  with  ev-ery  mark  of  respect  and 
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attention:    nor   was   his  another   le^^:; 
anxious   to   experience   the   pleasurejfe., 
of  a  visit   she  firmly  trusted  to  the 
result  of  for  a  satisfactory  settlement,^ 
of  her  sons  accounts.     Indeed,,  he^f^ 
future   happiness   seemed   in   a   greal?,^-^ 
measure  to  depend  upon  being  enabjedj^,- 
to  witness  the  accomplishment  of  thisr^^. 
hej*  fi rst.  wish ;  and  she  already  began*  , 
to, anticipate  pleasures  in  consequence; 
joye  she  was  but  too  fatall}^  doomed 
never  to  experience. 

The  hour  of  appointment  the  fol- 
lowing;  day  soon  arrived;  and  a  car- 
riage stopping  at  the  door  summoned 
Alfred  to  meet  his  friend.  But  judge, 
O  Hqavensl  of  the  scene  which  now 
ensued,.  .As. jSQon  as  the  carriage-doop 
was,  opened,  and  the  hand  of  Alfred 
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sti'etchecl  forth  to  receive  his  unworthy 
guest,  he  Avas  seized  by  a  number  of 
baihifs,  who  dragged  him  with  merci- 
less fury  to  a  spunging-house,  where 
they  deposited  him  in  close  keeping 
for  a  debt  to  an  enormous  amount 
sworn  against  him,  and  upon  which  a 
writ  had  been  issued  at  the  suit  of  his 
perfidious  guardian ;  who  no  sooner 
saw  Alfred  in  the  safe  possession  of  his 
hirehngs  than  he  instantly  disappeared, 
abandoning  him  to  that  fate  he  had  so 
treacherously  prepared  for  him. 

But  who  can  picture  to  the  feelings, 
or  form  an  adequate  idea  of  the 
sufferings  of  the  heart-broken  Mrs.  De 
Claridge?  now  obliged  to  witness  her 
amiable  son  torn  from  hc^r  presence 
by  a  set  of  ruffians,  at  the  mandate  of- 
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f*saif^in^fy  ai!8  merciless  monster, 
\vHo  had  ensnared  him  by  the  blackest 
villany.  The  shock  was  too  sudden 
and  unexpected  to  be  supported;  and 
her  tender  frame,  already  borne  down 
by  the  most  conodiiig  griefs,  could 
no  longer  withstand  the  accumulated 
miseries  that  seemed  to  be  entailed 
tipon  her,  under  the  effects  of  which 
her  spirits  sunk  in  the  bitterest 
agonies ;  and  while  she  vainly  en- 
deavoured to  follow  her  son  to  the 
place  of  his  captivity,  her  tender  frame 
shook  beneath  the  pressure  of  such 
calarriities;  and  her  feeble  limbs  would 
not  serve  to  convey  her  from  the  fatal 
^pot  Nature  seemed  also  to  forbid 
the   use   of   her    choicest    functions; 

when  a  viotent  trembhng  seized  her, 

2 


TJiE   PERFIDIOUS  GUARDIAN*         121 

and  a  physician  was  sent  for;  but  ere 
he  could  arrive,  or  she  again  be- 
held her  Alfred,  her  eveUds  gently 
closed,  and  were  suddenly  overspread 
by  tiie  sleep  of  death, 

"  Mercy  herself,  who  only  seeks  for  crimes. 
That  she  may  pardon  and  reform  the  guilty. 
Would  change  her  nature^  at  a  sight  like  this,'* 

Basest  miscreant!  cannot  scenes  like 
these  change  your  unrelenting  and 
horrid  nature  ?  As  yet  unmoved  by  the 
miseries  you  have  produced,  ah!  think 
that  the  awakened  power  of  justice 
will  yet  overtake  and  punish  such  in- 
fernal deeds ;  while  the  dying  widow  s 
curse,  with  tlie  sorrowful  complaint  of 
the  imprisoned  fatherless,  will  not  be 
uttered  in  vain,  nor  will  their  appeal 
\o  the  throne  of  Heaven  remain  rni? 

VOL.  ir.  G 
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lieeded !  Be  convinced,  cnicl  and  per- 
fidious wretch,  -that  a  day  of  retribut!-' 
tion  will  soon  arrive,  when  your  pu- 
nishment wi.ll  bear  a  proportionate 
analogy  to  the,  depth  ;<rfyQurip«aaifQy 
criujcs! 

The  sufferings  of  Alfred  ai-e  now 
past  description.  Shut  up  within  the 
walls  of  his  prison-house,  he  hears,  in 
bitterest  anguish,  of  the  sudden  and  un- 
happy fate  of  his  lost  mother;  in  the 
deepest  disti'action,  he  strives  to  learn 
the  amount  for  which  he  is  imprisoned, 
and  to  gain  permission  to  press,  for  the 
last  time,  her  cold  lips  to  his  own,  as 
well  as  to  perform  the  last  sad  duties 
towards  her  as  a  son ;  but  in  vain  he 
supplicates  such  a  f  Vv/ur,  for  his  keep- 
lers  are  deaf  to  the  voice  of  humanit}^; 
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%h€ir'lieart5  are  possessed  of  no  kindred 
Yeeling;  and  his  merciless  guardian,  to 
whom  klone  he  can  new  apply  for 
niefcy,  and  implore  i  i^fease  ftom  liis 
captivity,  has  ^ei\  to  tfe  mansion  ot 
his  infamy,  to^  pjepare,  perhaps,  new 
'tortures  for  the  innocent  ai^  afilicted 
victim  of  his  periidy. 

Distracted  by  misery,  while  his  heart 
Weeds  in   silent  anguiiih  for  the  pn» 
•expected  and  sudden  loss  of  a  tender 
mother,  from  whom  he  has  been  so 
inhumanly  separated;   Alfred  appeals 
to  Heaven  for  retributive  justice  upon 
him,  whose  hand,  barbed   with  cala- 
mity, has  thus  deprived  him  of  his  last 
earthly  relative,  and  who,  by  a  perfidy 
unparalleled,  has  also  consigned  to  a 
prison,  an  object  he  was  bound  to  pro* 
G  2 
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tect  and  cherish;  with  uplifted  and 
streaming  eyes,  he  prays  for  a  mitiga- 
tion of  such  manifold  woes,  while  in 
plaintive  strains  he  endeavours  to  give 
utterance  to  these  words : 

vrv-^    r'y  *  '         "Just  God? — 

What  will  become  of  me  now,  wretched  mortal'^ 
Shut  up  within  the  walls  of  a  prison,  -.-.;a 

No  friends,  no  hope  j  no  kindred  weep  for  me ! 
Almost  no  grave  allowed  me.— Like  the  lily. 
That  once  was  mistress  of  the  field,  I  '11  hang 
The  head,  and  perish !  '* 


8g^ll(j 
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hrtB  t ' 

^'  CHAP.  xxvr. 

«Thefe  's  mercy  id  eaeh  ra/  o#  light,  that  mottat 

€y€8  e'er  saw  j 
There  *^  mercy  in  etch  breath  of  air,  that  mortal 

lips  e'er  draw  j 
There  *s  mercy  both  for  bird  and  beast,  in  God'fr 

;  ^  .   indulgent  plan } 
There  *s  mercy  for  each  creeping  thing  ,'^but  man 
has  TiQnefoT  man  /'* 

Sensible  to  the  miseries  of  his  situa- 
tion, and  anxious  to  have  it  in  his 
power  to- witness  the  funeral  rites  of 
his  parent  performed,  no  other  idea 
could  enter  the  mind  of  Alfred,  but 
that  of  being  enabled  to  offer  to  her 
remains  the  last  duties  of  an  affection- 
ate son.  In  consequence,  he  dete?- 
mined  to  write  to  his  faithless  guardian 
G  3 


upon  this  occasion,  requiring  W-J^^- 
planatioa  of  his  conduct  towarcls.  hinv 
in  soliciting  which,  and  a  release,  from 
his  sudden  and  unexpected  captivity, 
he  thus  appealed,  in  ttianly  and  per- 
suasive kiDguage,  to  his  faeh'^g^f    ^^^ 

To  William  O'Connor. 

**  The  name  of  friend  can  no 
longer  exist  between  us ;  you  have,  by 
a  conduct  as  vile  as  it  is  unprecedeinteili 
deprived  yourself  of  that  title  in  a-  b(>- 
$oin  where  you  had  long  and  absolutely 
reigned.  ^  bvr^.r.-' 

tlO*  Torn  from  the  presence  of  an  af- 
fectionate mother,  who  now  sleeps  in 
<ieath,.a  victim  to  your  inhumanity  t 
I  will  yet  solicit  you,  however  un- 
worthy the  sacrifice^  to  permit  my  wit- 


licking  the  lajst  rites  of  hcraai*  nature 
performed  upon  hep  remains. f  release 
me,  therefore,  from  my  wretched  con- 
finement, I  conjure  you;  and  if  yoa 
have  it  in  yoiar  power  to  give  a  reasoft 
fbr  the  barbarity  of  your  conduct  to- 
wards roe,  oh!  let  me  quickly  hear 
your  excuse^  Barbed  as  your  hands 
have  been,  in  heaping  the  most  dread- 
ed calamities  upon  myself,  and  m 
causing  the  premature  dissolution  of 
my  last  earthly  tie,  I  camiot  suppose 
you  will  now  attempt  to  outrage  e^^n 
the  sacred  trust  reposed  in  you  by'  the 
tender  author  of  my  cxistencxj.  Oh  1 
dp  not  provoke  the  fleeting  spirit  of 
mv  entombed  father  to.  rise  indtamaiit 
against  you,  and  pronounce  a  fatal 
curse  upon  the  head  of  his  son's  op- 
G  4 
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pressor-r  Unfeielrrrf^aif^^ilfy  iriknFr 
a  further  accumulation  of  gain  be  youir 
object  m  detaining  me  iiere;  Ipatlier 
deprive  me  of  my  last.7shiUiiig,.^nil 
rank  me  ^\  itli  tlie  mendicant,  M'ho  im- 
plores charily  at  the  door  of  benevo- 
lence, tlian  torture  me  longer  in  sueh 
cruel  suspense.  Take  from  tne  every 
thing  I  possess  valuable  in  this  woHd, 
save  my  character;  and  let  me  in  re- 
turn, and  for  the  last  time,  behold  my 
dead  mother!  Do  not  suffer  longer 
under  the  tortures  of  a  guilty  coin 
5cience>  Avhich  must  afHict  you  for 
yttar  criielties ;  hut  consider 

'   ^  "  What  a  stale  is  guilt> 

5Whea  ev'ry  thing  alarms  it  *^ — Like  a  centinel^ 
Who  bleeps  upon  his  watch,  it  wakes  in  dread> 
Ev'n  at  a  bi;eath  of  wind.** 


Reflectupon  this,  and  think  also  it  is 

-*"  _"  Better  be  with  tKe  dead. 

Whom  you,  to  gain  their  seat,  have  sent  to  peace; 
Than  on  the  tortures  of  the  mind  to  he 
In  restkss  agony." 

Open  my  prison-doors,  therefore,  I 
again  conjure  you,  and  save  yourself 
the  dreadful  pangs  of  reflecting,  that- 
the^9,i^ce  happy.  Alfred,  whose  guardian 
you  undertook  to  be,  is  now  incar- 
cerated in  captivity  at  the  suit  of  that 
very  guardian,  who  has  proved  him-^ 
self  a  cruel  and  perfidious  friend.  Oh!.- 
think  on  this,  and  your  reflectionij^ 
will  be  bitter  indeed;  and  if  there^- 
remains  but  a  single  spark  of  humanity 
within  your  hardened  brCfist,  the  voice 
of  Nature  will  compel  you  to  relirii^ 
cjuish  youx  unnatural  pursuits, 
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oiiP  But  should  yoii  persist  m  sykxir  €6^ 
I^UTTimate  cruelties,  aiid,suiFer  the  de- 
ibrmity  of  your  natute  t©  render  yioa 
still  call6us  to  the  eries  of  the  Wretch- 
ed; then  let  me  supplicate  you  fpc 
iiei^y^  which  t^^^-^^^v^'^tv^^  "'•'?   --'^-^ 

It  droppeth  as  the  gentle  rain  fiotn  Heaven    \  - 
Upon  the  place  beneath.     It  is  twice  blest : 
It  bles^6th  hiiia  that  give^i  Shd  him  th^t  take^." 

"  Mercy  will  now  be  accesslTble  to 
Alfred,  even  from  his  oj^pressor ;  and 
c'ohsideiring  the  miiltifude  of  yoiiF 
crimes  against  the  victim  of  a  most 
direlul  perfidy,  you  liiay,  sooner  or 
*^ater,  fel  the  riecessit)^  of  implor- 
^g  |his  Jetrihutive  blessing  for  your- 
self: do  not,  therefore,  compel  that- 
%Em6,  \vK6f ^i^  upon  the  judgment- 
^   of '  all  liiercy,    to   f^m-  from 
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you  indignant,  and  at  the  final  mo- 
ment of  separation  from  this  life,  wh«n 
ydu  are  called  upon  to  accouat  for  all 
your  actions,  eanse  Him,  whom  the 
'truly  penitent  never  supplicated  in 
vain,  to  thunder  upon  your  reflection: 
in  wrathful  vengeance,  these  enipha- 

tical  words  : 

j'i-  . 

'  -^   »*-"  How  canst  thou  hope  for  mercy. 
Rendering  none?" — 

"  Think  of  this,  while  there  is  yet 

time  left  you  for  reflection,  and   let 

Your  thouo'hts  now  cause  vou  to  ren- 

der  that  mercy,  you  Avill  yet  stand  in 

so  much  need  of,  to  youi*  supplicating 

.and  wretched 

"  Alfred." 

Firm  tohis  ba^e  purposes,  the  iii- 
iiumaA  .wretch    pi^r^^^^;  . thjs,    lettep, 
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without  a  single  stniggie ;  the  tesi^er 
^sympathies  of  friendship  had  long  fled, 
or  were  never  cherished  witlma  his 
tleceitful  and  hardened  breast,  and  l>e 
would  only  consent  to  return  the  fol- 
lowing reply  to  the  feeling  e|»stte  lie 
had  received.  ;---rT 

To  AlffxEd. 

"  I  have  ordered  your  *  cot- 
*iage  relatives'  to  attend  the  funeral 
:0f  your^deceased  mother,  and  when 
you  are  disposed  to  pay  the  amount  of 
your  debt  to  .me,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
. ji^ar  fr(^, ,  you .  I  f  y ou  consent  to 
perfect  a  bond,  I.  shall  l^aye  made  out 
for  my  demand  against  you,  I  will, 
immediately  on  your  go  doing,  liberate 
you. 

•^  WlLLIAJVi  O'CoNNOk/* 


Sh6cked  by  ; the  barbarity  and  iiv- 
justice  of  this  reply,  Alfpied  ^  be)ua«je 
almost  frantic  with  disappointment 
and  astonishment :  he  now  views  bis 
guardian  as  a  villain  of  the  blackest 
description^  while  the  source  of  his 
anguish  renders  him  almost  intolerable 
to  himself,  and  causes  him  in  the 
bitterness  of  his  heart  to  exclaimi: 
"  Omnipotent  God !  to  thee  I  now 
appeal  for  that  mercy  1  have  in  vain 
sought  from  the  steeled  heart  of  man. 
O  thou  wise  Disposer  of  all  events, 
release  me,  I  beseech  thee,  from  the 
unjust  grasp  of  an  accursed  fiend, 
who  has  deprived  me  of  every  earthly 
happiness,  while  he  seeks  my  destruc- 
tion  within  the   walls   of   a   prisons 
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View  hin),  just  God!  in  all   the  de- 
formity of  his  wretched  sinfulness  : 

*'  A  profane  deceiver;   an  alien  ^o  the  love  of 

Heaven ! 
Still  harden'd  to  the  \trath  divii^e  ,  , 
That  hangs  o'er  his  perfriious  soul ! 
At  enmity  with  grace }  on  earth  cest  ont ; 
Made  an  anathema}. a cuV^  enroli'd 
Amongst  good  men  j  who  QiFer  up  his  deeds> 
As  sacred  to  damnation  ! 
-  Practis'd  to  deceive  and  sniile,  he  has  deceiv'd 
.The  friend  that  smil'd  on  him !  and 

■S. ^IfKC  the  base  Judean^ 

^TPfarown  a  pearl  atw^y." 


arte'  if  1  ry/  ;:^ Ro  3ti 

^oslq  ta^^iq  gill  moii  vvoai 
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CHAP.  XXVIL 

— -"  Thoh  Searcher  of  tflen's  hearts^ 
And  3ure  defender  of  the  innocent; 
If  I  in  this  am  gi".ilty,  strike  me  dead  ; 
Or,  by  some  unexpected  means/ con^ifrw^^ 
/•^^Hiat  I  'in  not  only  injur'd^  but 

Iroprison'd  unjustly !  ^ 

Agreeably  to  the  purport  of  that  part 
of  the  late  epistle  received  from  WH- 
liam,  which  related  to  the  cottagers, 
they  faithfully  attend  their  loved  Al- 
fred, and  receive  his  instructions,  re- 
lative to  the  internment  of  his  lost  mo- 
ther; which  being  accomplished,  th^y 
still  await  his  further  necessities,  and 
being  obliged,  consistently  with  the 
la^vs,  to  remove  fi'-om  Ias  present  pla^ 


IS6        THE  PERFIDIOUS  GUAl«DIiW^ 

of  confinement,  tx)  the  King's  BencEt 
prison,  they  prepare  the  necessary 
comforts  for  his  entrance  into  this 
receptacle  of  the  unfortunate.  A  small 
room  in  this  prison  was  therefore  pro- 
vided for  the  hapless^  Alfred,  to  which 
he  was  conducted  J>y  Habeas,  o^  few 
days  after  his  mother's  interment.  Hei*^ 
the  pomp  and  vanity  of  human  life  ^s 
shut  out  from  the  miserable  beings 
who  are  obliged  to  inhahit  so  wretched- 
an  abode ;  yet  to  Alfred,  the  habita- 
tion seemed  to  lose  all  its  terrors. 

'*'So  grace&l  is  tRe  garb  of  Wretchedness 
When  worn  b}*^  Virtue  !  fashions  turn  to  folJy, 
Their  colours  tarnish^  and  iheir  pomps  grow  poor 
To  her  magnificence." 

i  He  tlierefore  enters  his  new  capti- 
vity^ iwJute  in  silent  anguisU  he  en- 


fteavcmrs  to  entomb  his  sorrows  witbin 
Iris  own  bosom;  and  his  feelings, i over- 
come by  incessant  grief,  would  scarcely 
allmv  him  to  articulate  to  himself  these 
painful  reflections : 

"  Is  there  on  earth,  a  wretch  so  base  as  he  ? 
Guilty  at  mce,  of  aacrllege  to  H^v'a» 
And  of  perMous  robbery  to  man ! " 

*'  Ah !  it  seems  to  me  that  mine  is  a 
peculiar  destiny:  the  rest  of  thewovld 
are  happy,  and  I  am  the  only  one  who 
is  cursed.  Gracious  Heaven !  when 
will  there  be  a  cessation  of  my  soirowsi 
I  could  now  rend  asunder  this  heart, 
I  could  dash  myself  to  pieces,  wlien 
I  am  disappointed  in  unbosoming  my- 
self to  others,  wlien  I  communicate 
my  ideas  and  sensations  to  those  who 
are  incapable  of  a  like  sympathy.    Ka 
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one  can  therefore  txanisfuse  into  mjr 
Blind  that  delight,  aixles€}v  or  plea- 
surely  which  it  does  not  naturally  pos- 
sess; nor  can  I,.. though  lam  alive  to 
all  that  is  affectionate  and  injpassionedf 
communicate  to  anotlier  that  sensibi* 
lity  which  his  organization  is  incapable 
of  receiving.  My  mental  reflectiohs 
ifitone  can  administer  comfort  und$r 
my  accumulated  griefs.  These  are  pleq;* 
sures,  which  of  course^all  men,  pf  what- 
ever condition,  may  equally  partake; 
they  fiow  from  one  to  the  othei^.  The 
48treainc  of  whick  wie  have-nio&t  fri- 
iiQuently  tasted^  loses  neither  ats^fiavour 
-nor  its  virtue,  but  oft^n  acquires  new 
charms^  and  conveys  additional  plea- 
sure,, the  more  frequently  it  is  tasted. 
The  ^subjects  of  such  pleasures  are  4«5 
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%ftbcKiiuled  as  the  reigit  of  truth,  a* 
extensive  as  the  worlcl  as  u^alimited 
as  the  Divine  perfection.    The  incof- 

^real  pleasures,  therefore,  are  mucK 

more  durable  than  all  othetg.'  Th^ 
nfeith«r  disap^pear  with   the  lights  erf 

gflny,  nor  change  with  the  C5iterhal 
fortoft  of  things,  nor  descend  with  oat 
bodies  to  the  tomb,  but  continue  while 
we  exist,  accompany  us  under  all  the 
vicissitudes,  not  only  of  our  mortal 
life,  but  of  that  which  is  to  come; 
secure  us  iu  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
and  compensate  for  all- the  miseries  we 
are  doomed  to  sufifei*.     Bat  for-  tb^^^ 

-miseraWe  traitor,  Bf 

■     '  ..  ^  -  c  V  I .-  / - vy 

/'  There  is  bo  name.    Thou  hast  abj«r*d  maokio^^ 
Dasii'd  safety  from  thy  bleak  unsocial  side. 
And  wag*d  wild  war  isiilK  uniFersai  nature ! 
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-,  *.-  Thou  hast  injured,  and  inipraonesJ 
an  object  you  were  bound  to  protect.: 
but  as  you  despise  a  fair  ^k1  lasting 
fame,  because  you  can  do  nothiiTg  that 
is  worthy  of  honest  praise,  be  assured 
the  nam©  you  hav©  insulted  will  b© 
renienibertd  with,  afftction  when  youw 
■Fill  be  forgot  Mon&terl  I  forgive  yo^r 

«  Keep  thy  own  wicked  secret,  and  be  safe. 

Jf  thou  repent'st,  I  have  guin'd  one  to  virtue,  ^'^^^ 

And  am  in  that  rewarded  for  my  mercy  j  -1^ 

If  thou  continuest  to  be  the  same, 

*T  is  punhhment  enough  to  be  a  villaiiT. 

**  Mankind  is  mortal.  It  is  justice 
to  administer  forgiveness.  Notliing 
can  wound  the  self-lo»ve  of  that  breast 
which  feek  no  desire  for  more  tlian  it 
possesses;  while  candour  will  force  a 
jnan^  who  aicts  with  sincerity  of  heai;t> 
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to  reflect  upon  htir  d\V*ff  3eftctsi  and  to 
manifest  a  love  of  justice  to  the  merit 
of  his  superiors.       "Jmj   ' 
•    **  The    eclat    of    fashionable    life, 
the    splendour    'of -Courts,     the    tri- 
umph of  power  and    grandeur,   leave 
m- the  bosom  but  cold  and  comfort- 
less-; pleasures;    the  base  practices  of 
fraud,  falsehood,  hypocrisy,  and  puerile 
vanities  will  but  eradicate  and  destroy 
the  mind:  while  truth,  freedom,  pro- 
bity, and  innocence  will  nourish  just 
ideas,  and  reconcile  it  to- the   lot  of 
humanity.     It  is  this  alone  that  will 
secure  us  from  the  aspersions  of  light 
and  frivolous  minds;^  from  the  unjust 
contempt  and  harsh  judgment  of  the 
envious;     preserving    us     from    the 
afRictiiig  spectacle  of  follies,  crimes; 
and  miseries;   extinguishing  the  fir« 
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^f  those  passions  which  are  too  livrely 
and  ardent^  and  estabhshing  peace 
within  the  human  heaxt:  a  silent 
communion  with  which  caji  alone  in- 
spire us  with  tmth,  the  |ove  <>f  j^stice, 
and  of  virtue.  Heaven  has  "V/i^ely 
decreed  that  mankind  should  he  ruled 
hy  man.  Our  good  and  venerable 
JVionarch  has,  happily  for  his  people^ 
perfected  this  decree.  To  his  laws^ 
therefore,  I  bow  with  reverence  and 
submission.  Let  prayers  be  offered  up 
'/pr  blessings  upon  Him,  who  dwells  ia 
fthe  hearts  of  a  grateful  people,  over 
.whom  Jie  Ixas  ruled,  to  celebrate,  with 
.tliem,  this  joyous,  festive  year. 

*'  May  He  live  long; 

longer  than  I  h^e  time  to  tell  his  years  ♦ 
Ever  belov'd,  and  loving  may  his  rule  be ! 
And  when  old  Time  shall  lead  him  to  his  end, 
jGoodBe$§andfi[E  fiilup.oiiPjraQiiument."     . 
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aaftjq    %fT  Li 

irt^r-  •  :   CHAP.  XXVIII. 

"  I  saw  thee  Alfred,  tooj  ^)ut  o'er  ^hy  fortune^    . 
£ajrctou<Js  impenetrable." 

•>.!^ft_  i'     i^y       ••■■',:  -;-•       ' 

Fi^DiNG  that  Alfred  paid  no  attention 
^  the  artful  proposal  made  by  Wil- 
liam of  obtaining  his  signature  to  the 
bond  be  lately  wished  to  have  per- 
fect€<l,   he  abaodons  him  to  his  fate. 
The  deed  to  which   he   had  already 
procivred    bis    name,     he    deemed    a 
sufficient     security    for    withholding 
ftom  him    his    patrimony;   and,   un- 
fortunately, that  part  which  was  be- 
queathed to   Mrs.  De  Claridge  came 
into  this  monster's  iiands  also  as  the 
guardian  of  the  suffering  Alfred,   to 
^  m  300  qcf  iUl  ail  x>fl£  t^ 


144        TIIE  PERFIDIOUS  GUARDIAN. 

whom  it  should  revert  on  her  demise. 
He  has  therefore  perfected  the  measure 
of  his  iniquity,  and  perfidiously  deserts 
an  object  he  was  bound  to  protect, 
but  whom  he  has  imprisoned;  and  as 
he  despises  his  benefactor,  so  let  him 
beware  of  the  serpent  that  may  sting 
him ;  for  amidst  the  roses  thus  gathered, 
(ierce, repentance  ever  rears  her  snaky 
head.  In  this  world  a  monster  of  his 
description  may  exist;  but  existence 
to  him  nmst  soon  prove  a  curse. 
.Despised  by  mankind,  he  becomes 
an  anathema;  the  keen  resentment  of 
llie  world  he  will  feel  in  every  step  he 
takes  through  life;  and  feeling  this 
resentment,  he  will  find 

*f  Every  man's  conscience  is  a  thousand  swords 
T-o  fight  against  a  guardian's  perfidy," 


The  cottagers^  alone  now  attend  to 
the  wants  of  Alfred ;  and  this  pieaaing 
office  they  perfonn  with  a  tenderness 
and  sincerity  of  disposition  equal  to 
his  own.  But  in  this  state  of  exists 
€nce  without  passion,  after  expe- 
riencing the  most  ardent  affection, 
confinement  becomes  the  death  of  the 
soul,  the  tortures  of  a  wounded  heart* 
The  oppression  of  domestic  misfor- 
tunes now  vanquishes  the  mind  of 
Alfred,  and  seems  to  raider  it  ia* 
sensible  to  every  other  concern;  and 
while  he  receives  the  tender  duties  of 
the  cottagers  with  a  sense  of  un- 
bounded gratitude,  the  world  appear^ 
to  contain  nothing  that  can  interest 
him  ;  except  only  the  secret  object  of 

VOL,  II.  a 
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his  chagrin,  which  he  keeps  closely 
Igeked  within  his  bleeding  heart  ■• 

In  this  situation  the  hapless  Alfred 
remained  for   several   months ;    when 
the  father  of  his  Louisa,  the  good  old 
Barthius;  entered  his  room  one  momi-> 
in g,  but  no  more  to  greet' him  as  the 
oiifce'  happy,   the  manly  and  resolute 
Alfred;    he    was    in    tears,    and   his 
faculties    seemed   to   Imve   fled   him ;!.' 
\?hil^;  inrr a'lilanner  the  most  melan* ■ 
cholyv  and  bordeYing  upoii  frenzy,  he < 
thus    accosted  his   venerable   friend ti 
H  Her    angelic    presence,     her  ^    soft 
looks,]  her  sufferings,    and    the   anx- 
iety she   exhibited  .  for    my    welfare, 
have   still  the  .power  to  draw   tears 
from-  xhy-  frenzied  bram.    Her  image 
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incessantly  Imunts  me ;  awake  or 
sleeping,  my  fancy  sees  no  other  ob- 
ject. When  I  close  my  eyes,  this 
brain  is  impressed  with  the  beautv  of 
her  lovely  blue  eyes.  Here — oh!  how 
shall  I  convey  my  meaning? — in  my 
slumbers  her  lovely  image  floats  upon 
my  imagination  as  on  a  sea,  and  the  airy 
form  absorbs  all  my  faculties.  AVhat 
is  man  ? — That  self-exalted  denii-god, 
whose  energies  sink  into  weakness 
when  he  requires  them.  Whether  he 
swim  in  the  stream  of  enjoyment,  or 
stem  the  current  of  misery,  he  must 
one  day  be  arrested  in  his  progress; 
and,  while  he  is  filled  with  the  hope 
of  immortality,  he  is  certain  that  he 
must  soon  return  to  his  original  cold 
existence, 

II  2 
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*'  Ah,  Barthius!  my  good  and  vene- 
rable friend,  I  now  compare  my  feel- 
ings to  those  which  must  have  agitated 
the  poor  wretches  who  were  formerly 
supposed  tcr  be  possessed  of  devils. 
Strange  propensities  and  wild  star  tings 
seize  me.  They  are  neither  from  pain 
nor  passion;  but  a  hirking  vindictive 
rage  which  swells  in  my  bosom, 
and  almost  obstructs  my  respiration. 
Being  thus  attacked,  I  quit  my  bed 
in  haste,  to  seek  relief  in  wandering  at 
midnight  among  the  dreary  dark  scenes 
by  which  I  am  surrounded.  I  was  com- 
pelled to  take  this  step  last  night.  I 
dreamt  that  the  river  Saint  John  had 
overftowed  its  banks,  and  that  the 
ground  from  our  cottage  at  Fredericton 
to  my  favourite  grove  and  the  valley 
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was  inundated,  I  fancied  that  I  set 
off  at  eleven  o'clock;  the  view  was 
awful  and  dismal ;  the  moon  was 
veiled  by  a  thick  cloud,  but  still  some 
of  its  scattered  beams  glittered  on  the 
foaming  Avaters  as  they  seemed  to 
burst  over  the  meadows,  and  dashed 
gainst  the  banks  and  hedges.  Th^ 
whole  valley  resembled  an  unquiet 
sea,  agitated  by  a  hov/ling  tempest; 
the  moon,  now  throwing  off  her  dark 
mantle,  shone  resplendently ;  and  pre- 
.sented  more  perfectly  the  picture  of 
<;onvulsed  Nature :  ^cho  replied  to 
echo,  and  redoubled  the  roarings  of 
ihe  winds  and  waves.  I  thought  that 
the  grand  .Falls  of  Niagara,  at  the 
western  extremity  of  this  enchanting 
river,  presented  themselves.  I  crepjt 
H  3 
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to  the  ef\ge  of  their  precipice^  ami 
wished — and  shuddered.  I  extended 
mv  arms — siohed — and  remained  ab- 
sorbed  in  the  delightful  idea  of  bury- 
ing all  my  woes  and  disquietudes  in 
the  watery  abyss  below  me.  Why 
A\^ere  my  feet  immoveably  iixed 
to  the  spot? — Why  could  I  not  em- 
brace the  termination  of  my  miseries? 
The  reason,  my  dear  friend,  is  evident 
— my  hour  is  not  yet  come.  Oh! 
how  rapturously  would  I  have  thrown 
off  this  mortal  coil,  to  have  incor- 
porated with  whirlwinds,  to  wing  the 
clouds,  and  billow  the  deep! 

*'  I  looked  down  with  an  eye  of  sorrow 
upon  one  dear,  well-known  spot,  where 
I  once  ^tood  under  a  willow,  by  the 
side  of  my  Louisa;  it  was  so  hidden 
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by  the  watei',  that  only  tlie  tree  could 
in  part  be  distinguished.  The  thought 
of  my  old  places  of  resort  occurred 
to  me;  our  cottage,  the  contiguous 
meadows,  the  leafy  recesses,  our 
favourite  walks;  all  perhaps  laid 
waste  and  ruined  by  the  torrent;  all 
the  witnesses  once  of  precious  hours — 
the  recollection  of  which  brings  mad- 
ness to  my  heart.  The  sleeping  pri- 
soner, like  me,  in  his  dreams,  again 
possesses  all  those  blessings  which  in 
reality  he  is  deprived  of.  I  paused; 
but  no  self-reproach  is  mine,  for  I  am 
not  afraid  to  die;  and  this  is  what  I 
ought.  All  I  resemble  now  is  a  weak, 
tottering  old  woman,  who  picks  up 
sticks  by  the  hedge  side,  and  asks  for 
alms  from  door  to  door,  to  lengthen 
u  4 
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©ut  an  existence  of  wretdiedncss  imcl 
pGnxtry. 

"  Ah,  Barthins  !  my  mind  yet  remains 
"unaccountably  deranged. — O  generous 
Louisa! — Had  I  ever  a  trait  in  my 
love  for  thee  that  was  not  most  chaste 
and  holy  ? — Was  not  my  passion  that 
t)f  a  husband  for  his  angelic  ^ifef— 
Did  my  breast  ever  conceive  a  wish 
that  was  dishonourable  ? — Qatlis  might 
attest  this ;  but  I  need  not  resort  t<^ 
them.  And  now — again  a  dream!-— 
Surety  they  speak  rationally  who 
attribute  the  conflict  of  passions  to 
external  powers.  The  last  night — ^my 
bead  trembles- — I  feel  convulsed  as  I 
i^peak — even  last  tiight  I  folded  her  in 
these  arm^.  I  pressed  her  to  my  doating 
fcbSbhv  and  on  iier  dewy  lips -jmpri'nte^i 
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ardent  kisses.  In  her  amorous  eyes 
love  sat  luxuriously  playing — mine 
twinkled  with  ecstacy.  In  rrecaliing- 
to  memory  these  imaginary  transports 
of  bliss,  am  I  guilty  of  a  crime? — 

0  Louisa,  Louisa ! — my  fate  is  sealed 
—my  brain  is  too  weak  to  sustain  this 
perturbation,  this  inversion  of  all 
order.  I  am  distracted ;  for  a  whole 
week  I  have  not  been  myself.  Tears 
flow  from  my  eyes ;  and  Heaven,  as  a. 
last  favour,  seems  pleased  to  grant  me 
the  consolation  of  shedding  tliem. 
Ah!  to  me  all  places  are  now  the 
same,  for  they  are  all  devoid  of  peace- 

1  am  in  want  of  nothing;  yet  I  desire 
more  than  this  world  can  give.  Alas! 
it  wxre  better  far  to  quit  this  scene 
of   misery    without    delay,     Keavea 

u  5 
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bless  you,  my  dear  and  inestimable 
"fiiend;  may  you  enjoy  all  the  bless- 
ings to  which  your  goodness  entitles 
you !  I  need  wish  you  no  more.  I 
shall  now  endeavour  to  compose  my- 
self. Sit  down,  good  Barthius;  be 
happy,  and  think  not  of  me :  I  am 
more  collected  since  I  have  resolved 
upon  death.  Abandoned  as  I  am  by 
the  world,  my  suiferings  demand  that 
I  should  cease  to  exist." 

With  a  faint  smile  he  rose  to  fetch 
a  manuscript ;  but  seemed  violently 
agitated  as  he  took  it  up.  His  eyes 
were  suffused  with  tears;  and  liis 
voice  faltered,  as  he  read: 

In  pity,  Louisa,  O  speak! 

Unheeded  you  see  me  depart. 
O  God !   I  have  reason  to  weep. 

For  deep  is  the  woe  of  my  k«ac^ 
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He  now  made  an  effort  to  leave  the 
room,  but  a  tender  sympathy  detained 
him  (for  Barthius  was  equally  affected); 
till,  relieved  by  a  deep  sigh  and  more 
tears,  he  continued  to  read  ; 

She  perish'd,  exhausted  by  painj 
She  left  thee,  lone  Alfred,  forlorn; 

Thy  prowess  in  war  is  no  more; 
Thy  pride  among  women  is  gone. 

Whene'er  the  moon  sets,  I  behold 

The  shades  of  Louisa  -,  alas ! 
They  rise  but  in  part  to  my  view^ 

As  in  converse  they  mournfully  pass, 


M? 
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CHAP.  XXIX. 

"  Saw  you  the  hapless  Alfred's  bed  ? 

No  marble-decks iiis 'bleeding  breast; 
His  spiritj  now:,  alas  I  has  fled ; 

His  soul  is  now  at  peace  and  rest. 

"  No  tears  embalm  his  precious  tomb. 
None  but  the  dews  by  twHight  given  j 

No  sighs  disturb  the  silent  gloom. 

None  but  the  whisp'ring  winds  of  Heav:en  ♦, " 

Peace  to  tliy  repentant  ashes!  thy 
spirit  has  fled,  and  thy  soul  is  gone  to 
meet  thy  Creator.  May  He,  in  his 
great  mercy,  receive  thee,  and  restore 
to  thee  "  that  peace  which  the  world 
cannot  give." 

The  unhappy  youth  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day  in  silent  de- 
jection; with  measured  steps  he 
walked   in    the    prison-yard    towards 
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tlie  close  of  the  evening,  but  soon  ro- 
rtumed,  and  retired  silent):}  and  alone 
to  his  chamber.  He  \v<is,  soon  af nor- 
wards heard  to  weep,  and  talk  with 
great  earnestness,  while  lie  paced  has- 
tily up  and  down  his  room.  He  then 
threw  himself  undressed  on  his  bed : 
here  'his  passions  combated  with  eacli 
other,  and  he  convulsively  exclaimed ; 
*'  Ah!  my  distracted  soul!  thou  art  hur- 
ried by  a  thousand  fancies — a  thousand 
projects  rush  successively  through  my 
wearied  brain;  then  comes  the  last, 
last  one,  often  the  subject  of  former 
contemplation,  but  now  of  unalter- 
able decision — Death!  Iti&not  despair, 
but  the  assurance  tliat  life,  for  me, 
contains  nothing  jworthy  of  posgessing. 
•^he  cup  ofiwoe  is  ifuH,  the  jn^&aire 
'S  '  •  ■ 
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of  my  sufferings  is  complete,  and  notr 
I  prepare  to  pass  that  awful  bounie, 
from  whence  no  traveller  returns. 

"  For  the  last  time,  I  open  these  eyes: 
alas !  to  them  the  sun  will  never  rise 
again — a  thick,  impenetrable  mist  is 
spread  before  it.  Ah  I  Louisa,  smce 
they  can  no  longer  be  enchanted  with 
thy  angelic  form,  let  Nature  put  on 
mourning ;  for  your  friend,  your  hus- 
band, your  Alfred,  is  on  the  verge  of 
the  awful  abyss.  Death  !  What  is  death? 
Everlasting  sleep !  I  feel  the  force  of 
this  sentiment;  yet,  when  I  say  this 
hour,  perhaps,  is  my  last,  I  thmk  I  am 
TO  a  dream.  Ah!  what  means  this  word 
last?  To-day,  I  stand  upright,  in  all 
the  pride  of  perfection;  to-morrow, 
cx>ld  and  motionless,  J  lie  extended  on 
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the  earth !  What  is  this  annihilation, 
of  which  we  dream,  but  know  nothing? 
I  have  seen  many  die;  but  so  contract- 
ed is  the  boundarj^  of  our  narrow 
intellects,  that  we  have  no  definite 
conception  of  either  the  commence- 
ment or  termination  of  our  existence! 
At  this  moment  I  am  myself — in  the 
next,  cut  off,  lost,  perhaps  for  ever! 

"  Eternity  I  thou  pleasing,  dreadful  thought." 

'^  But,  no,  no,  Louisa;  as  I  am  sensible 
of  my  present  existence,  I  cannot  be 
annihilated.  This  annihilation,  this  ces- 
sation of  being,  what  is  it?  To  my 
mind,  it  conveys  no  other  idea  than 
an  empty  sound :  death — to  be  interred 
in  a  deep,  dark,  cold  grave !  There 
was  ^  time,  when  I  bad  Louisa  for  my 
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friend,  tbe  solace  and  delight  of  my 
former  day,s — she  died!  oh,  gracious 
God ! — I  fallowed  her  hearse — I  stood 
hy  the  side  of  the  grave,  when  her 
coffin  was  let  down,  and  heard  the 
creaking  of  the  cords  as  it  rested  on 
them.  The  first  shovel-full  of  earth 
that  was  thrown  on  the  coffin,  pro- 
duced a  hollow  sound ;  the  succeeding 
ones  I  heard  more  faintly,  and  at  last 
the  grave  was  filled  up.  Then  it  was 
that  i  threw  iuyself  upon  the  ground, 
w§iile  my  heart  was  breaking,  severed, 
overwhelmed  with  sorrow.  But  I  was 
asdnsensible  to  what  happened,  as  ig- 
norant of  vi^hat  was  to  happen.  G  ra- 
jcions  God  I  where  am  I — Death  ! — 
Grave!  Unintelligible  words.  Ah!  Lou- 
isa,  ihy  suixerin^s!,  <hy  virtue !  that 
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heavenly  virtue,  which  caused  thee  to 
smile   on  death,    makes  me  to  smile 
also  upon  it,  and  as  a  friend  embrace  it." 
It  was  now  past  eleven  o'clock,  and 
all  was  still,  except  the  whistling  of 
the  winds.     The  wild  expressions  of 
Alfred  were  only  noticed  by  those  who 
heard   him,   as   the  wanderings   of  & 
distressed   and    troubled    inind;    fear 
Hwre  are,  who  pity  the  distresses  of 
melancholy  grief,  when  exhibited  with- 
in the  walls  oF  a  wretclied  captivity, 
where  almost  every  individual  has^  bis 
tale    of  misery   to  unfold.     O   man! 
thy   vindictive  and  relentless  nature, 
thy  barbaiity  to  tiiy  fellow-creature, 
is  unknown,  until  visited  in  captivitjv: 
There,  thy  vengeance  is  felt,   and  in- 
flicted widi  all  die  ferocity  xrf  a^roud 
and  savage  oppressor. 
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.  Again,  the  unhappy  Alfred  was  heard ; 
/*  Now  is  all  around  me  hushed,  and  my 
soul  is  calm.  Receive  my  thanks,  mer- 
ciful Father,  for  thy  goodness  in  suf- 
fering my  last  moments  to  be  collected 
and  fii'm,    :     »  '• 

» 'I**  Through  my  window  I  catch  a 
glimpse  of  the  stars,  as  the  broken 
cloudy  are  impetuously  driven  by  the 
wind.  Ye  bodies  celestial,  ye  wiU 
never  fail ;  the  eternal  Creator  supports 
both  you  and  me.  And  now  that  most 
beautiful  of  all  constellations  presents 
itself  to  my  sight — it  used  to  shine  fuH 
pn  our  door—how  often  have  I  stretch- 
ed out  my  bands  towards  it,  and  in- 
voked it  as  the  witness  of  my  felicity! 
Ah,  Louisa!  where  can  I  turn,  that  I 
am  not  reminded  of  thy  divine  image^ 
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on  all  sides  it  surrounds  me ;  even  the 
things  which  thy  hands  have  pressed^ 
I  have  Uke  a  child  collected  together, 
and  consider  each  trifle  as  hallowed. 

"  Now,  1  go  to  thee :  never  have  I 
been  able  to  repel  thy  image  from  my 
heart,  I  now  prepare  the  fatal  in- 
stmment,  nor  do  I  feel  one  terror : 
will  not  my  death  restore  me  to  thee^ 
and  give  peace  and  tranquillity  to  my 
wounded,  bleeding  bosom r  Ah!  it  is 
reserved  only  to  the  few,  to  shed  their 
blood,  to  be-  enabled  to  again  embrace 
those  who  are  dearer  to  them  than 
existence  !r—vThe  pistols  are  loaded-^ 
all  is  stili — the  clock  strikes  tw^elve— 
liark  1  I  am  summoned'— beloved,  my 
mindis^ firm-^worldy  farewell  1"  ..Ux 
•^yDne  of  the  prisoners  saw  the.  flashy 
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and  heard  the  report  of  the  pistol ;  but 
as  it  excited  no  further  alarm,  he  pass- 
ed it  unnoticed.  At  six  in  the  morn- 
ing his  servant  went  into  the  rooni> 
and  found  him  extended  on  the  floor, 
weltering  in  his  blood ;  he  raised  him 
up  and  spoke  to  him,  but  jeceived  no 
answer.  Imagming  he  was  not  wholly 
dead,  he  ran  to  fetch  a  surgeon,  and 
then  went  to  the  dwelling  of  the  ve- 
nerable JBarthius,  who  instantly  hur- 
ried on  ihis  clothes,  and  flew  to  the 
fatal  room;  but  by  the  time  li^  had 
arrived,  the  unfortunate  youth  was  na 
nioieii  die  surgeon,  fiiravious  to  hii 
coming,  had  found  a  faint  motion  in 
his  pulse,  and  had  opened  a  vein ;  ?but 
all  was  ineffectual  Tlie  hail  enter- 
ed  the    temple,  just  above  the  eye. 
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The  blood  which  surrounded  his  chaiiv 
makes  it  probable  that  lie  committed 
the  fatal  act  as  he  sat  at  his  writing- 
desk,  and  fell  thence  upon  the  floor. 
He  had  drank  only  one  glass  of  wine, 
and  on  his  bureau  the  following  letter 
was  lying  open  : 


.VENERABLE  AXD  BELOVED  BARTHIUS, 

"  When  you  behold  this,  -f 
shall  be  no  more !  Tired  of  this  world, 
I  quit  it  with  pleasure,  because  in  it 
I  have  i«>thing  left  worthy  of  retain- 
ing,  only  that  I  occupy  a  space  which 
can  better  be  filled  when  I  am  dead. 
Should  it  be  possible  to  reward  you, 
on  my  part,  in  a  better  world,  I  shall 
iadeed  think  of  you  there,  and  having 
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nothing  to   bequeath,    but   my    poor 
dead  body,  with  the  dear  miniature  of 
my  Louisa,  whom  I  now  go  to  meet, 
pray  receive  from  me  both. 
.  "  At  that  angle  of  the  churchyard, 
which  looks  towards  the  meadows  that 
surround  your  peaceful  cottage,  are  two 
willows — there   let   me    lie!    Perhaps 
some  devout  Christians  may  hereafter 
object  to  be  interred  near  the  corpse 
of  such  a  one  as  I  shall  soon  be;  if 
so,  then  I  must  be  buried  in  the  high-"; 
way,  that  the  priest  and  the  Levite, 
when  they  pass  my  tomb,  may  raise 
their  sanctified  looks  to  Heaven,   and 
be   thankful    that    they   are   not   so : 
while   the    Samaritan  will   stop,    and 
drop  the  tear  of  pity  for  my  fate.    May 
-the  Creator  of  us  both,  protect  and 
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preserve  you,  and  keep  you  in  a  per- 
fect state  of  happiness  until  time  shall 
he  no  more.     Farewell. 

*^  Your  grateful 

''  Alfred.'* 

To  depict  the  distresses  of  the  vene- 
rable cottagers,  would  be  impossible. 
They  may  be  better  conceived  than 
described. 

At  night  the  body  was  conducted 
with  silent  solemnity,  without  parade, 
to  the  outer  fastness  of  the  prison,  and 
from  thence  was  conveyed  to  the  spot 
which  Alfred  had  himself  chosen.  Xo 
priest  attended.  The  body  was  followed 
by  the  constant  and  affectionate  Barthius 
and  his  relatives,  who  hallowed  the 
memory  of  this  esteemed  youth,  with 
unaffected  sighs  and  tears. 
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Thus  i^erished  Alfred,  the  once 
happy  son  of  De  Claridge,  who,  driven 
to  a  state  of  desperation  by  the  perfidy 
of  his  vile  guardian,  and  imprisoned 
without  a  hope  of  being  released, 
could  only  behold  his  life  gliding  away 
in  nothingness ;  while  his  sorrows  for 
Louisa  were  truly  pitiable,  and  pro- 
duced that  suspension  of  faculty,  which 
caused  him  to  think  upon  death,  and 
finally  drove  him  to  remove  beyond 
the  confines  of  this  wickod  world ! 
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CHAP.  XXX. 

''  Father  of  light  and  life!  thou  Good  supreme! 
Oh !  teach  me  what  is  good  1  teach  me  thyself ! 
Save  me  from  folly,  vanity,  and  pride, 
From  vice,  and  every  low  pursuit !  and  feed  my 

soul 
With   knowledge^    conscious  peace,   and   virtue 

pure; 
Sacred,  substantial,  never-fading  bliss  !  " 

The  impious  William  still  exists ;  but 
camiot  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  ill- 
gotten  treasure.  Abandoned  by  the 
world,  he  seeks  in  vain  the  society 
of  mankind;  in  vain  he  endeavours 
to  be  happy  with  himself.  Friends 
he  has  none.  Cast  out,  and  shunned, 
by  every  human  being,  he  exists  an 
anathema  upon  the  earth !  while  Con- 

VOL.  II.  I 
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SCIENCE,  that  all-devouring  fiends  con- 
tinually presents  to  him  the  mirror 
of  reflection,  and  opens  his  mind  to 
the  magnitude  of  his  baseness,  and 
thus  reminds  him  of  it : 

Behold,  wretch !  view  thv  deformed 
nature,  and  mark  thy  fate.  Heaven 
is  watchful  over  its  wofsiii[)pers,  arid 
will  blast  the  murderers  repose:  think, 
thou  villain!  think  on  the  torments 
that  await  thy  crimes,  and  tremble : 

"  The  day  will  come,  which  nothing  caa  averts 
When,  by  the  axe,  the  arrow,  or  the  rope. 
By  night,  by  day.  by  force,  or  by  design. 
Impending  fate  and  certain  dfeakh  axe  tliinft." 

Such  then,'  is  the  doom  altbtted 
to  l>aseness,'  perfidy,  and  vice.  TM  Ms 
hope  to  avoid  the  snares  of  the  wick- 
ed,   and,    l)y  a  circumspect   conduct 
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through  life,  escape  a  portion  of  that 
misery,  by  which  we  are  at  all  tijiie* 
surrounded. 

The  being  wiio  will  place  hniits  to 
liis  real  wants,  is  more  wise,  more 
rich,  more  contented  than  us  all.  The 
system  upon  which  he  acts  partakes 
of  the  noble  simpHcity  of  his  mind. 
He  finds  felicity  in  the  most  obscure 
life;  truth  and  simplicity'  are  the  only 
objects  of  his  affection;  lie  follows 
that  philosophy  which  requires  but 
little;  has  few  wants;  and  seeks  his 
highest  happiness  in  a  contented 
mind. 

Retirement  from  the  society  of  men 

of  low  understandings,  who  by  their 

vices  render  themselves  odious  to  tlie 

virtuous  heart,  will  cement  the  bosoms 

J  2 
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of  youth,  and  learn  them  to  RVe  in 
liabits  of  the  strictest  intimacy  oitIj 
with  themselves.  It  is  certainly  pos- 
sible for  young  men  to  be  deliberate 
and  wise,  even  amidst  all  the  tumults 
of  the  world,  if  their  principles  be 
well  fixed  before  they  enter  upon  the 
stage  of  life.  How  many  men  please 
only  by  their  faults,  and  recommend 
themselves  only  by  their  vices!  How 
many  profligate  villains  and  unprin^ 
cipled  adventurers  of  insinuating  man- 
ners, and  artful,  deceptions  waysj  are 
well  received  into  society  onFy  be- 
cause they  have  learned  the  art  of- 
administering- "to"'  the  follies,  the 
\\*eaknesse§',  -and  the  vices  of  those 
who  give^  the  lead ' to  fashion!  The 
ifmid^  thiis^iiiftoxicated  by  the  fumes 
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of  that  incense  which  flatteiy  burns 
to  its  honour,  cannot  be  capable  of 
knowing  or  appreciating  the  characters 
of  men.  But,  on  the  contrary,  in  the 
tranquilHty  of  retirement,  whether  we 
are  led  by  inclination  to  the  study 
of  ourselv^es,  awakened  to  reflection 
by  a  sense  of  misery,  or  compelled 
to  think  seriously  on  our  situation, 
we  can  then  alone  learn  what  we  are, 
and  what  we  ought  to  be.  To  ac- 
complish this  end,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  commune  seriously  with  our  hearts, 
and  to  examine  our  conduct  with  im- 
partiality. 

Beloved  youth!  if  you  feel  an  in- 
clination to  serv«  God,  in  which  con- 
sists    the     highest     felicity    of    our 
nature;  if  you  are  disposed  to  elevate 
\3 
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the  mind  by  the  study  of  letters, 
which,  next  to  religion,  procures  us 
the  truest  pleasures ;  if  by  your  senti- 
ments and  character  you  are  anxious 
to  leave  behind  you  something  that 
will  memorLze  your  name  with  poste- 
rity ;  stop  the  rapid  progress  of  your 
days,  and  prolong  the  course  of  this 
most  uncertain  life.  If  you  feel  the 
least  inclination  to  acquire  these  ad- 
vantages, fly,  I  beseech  you,  from 
the  society  and  debauchery  of  the 
fashionable  world. 

The  more  the  faculties  of  the  mind 
are  exercised  in  virtuous  acts,  the 
more  conspicuous  they  appear;  and 
as  the  pleasures  of  debauchery  now 
seem  to  be  the  ruling  passion,  learn, 
ye  generous  youths,  who  are  as  yet 
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uninfected  with  the  vaitf  glories  of 
this  iniqnitous  age,  that  nothing  will 
so  easily  subdue  all  the  vices  of 
human  nature  as  an  increasing  emu- 
lation in  great  and  virtuous  actions; 
a  hatred  of  idleness  and  frivolity ;  the 
study*  of  the  sciences;  a  frequent 
communion  with  your  own  hearts  ;  and 
that  higli  and  dignified  spirit  which 
vieH\'^  witH  disdain  every  thinor  that 
is  vile  and  contemptible, 

•Peace  of  mind  is  upon  the  earth 
the  supreme  good;  simplicity  of  heart 
willprocure  this  invaluable  blessing 
to  the  wise  mortal  who  sets  bounds 
to  his  desires  and  inclinations,  and 
views  tho'^e  around  him  with  the  eye 
of  charitable  indulgence.'  0  youth! 
how  refined  Vour  sentiments  will  be^ 
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come  in  practising  this  lesson,  when 
the  tempests  of  life  have  subsided, 
and  when  those  misfortunes  which 
caused  perhaps  early  afflictions,  have; 
vanished,  and  when  you  behold  your- 
self surrounded  by  friendship,  love, 
peace,  simplicity,  innocence,  repose, 
and  liberty. 

Let  the  cruel,  profligate,  and  vile 
spoilers  of  domestic  bliss  pause  for  a 
moment,  and  reflect  upon  the  miserable 
and  unexpected  fate  of  the  once  happy 
Alfred ;  and  think  that  the  awakened 
power  of  Justice  will,  sooner  or  later, 
visit  and  inflict  the  punishment  which 
awaits  their  crimes.  Let  them  se- 
riously resolve  to  reform  their  con- 
duct; and  should  the  painful  sigh  of 
compunction  break  from  their  lips, 
5 
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on  the  recollection  of  the  oppressed 
and  injured  ohjects  whose  brightest 
hopes  they  have  destroyed,  let  them 
ask  their  hearts  (if  real  pleasure  be 
their  aim)  if  unsullied  purity  is  not 
the  surest  means  of  obtaining  it. 

Let  them  change  their  inward  hearts 
and  nature,  and  be  converted  from 
iniquity.  There  is  an  all-gracious  God, 
who  will  hearken  to  the  voice  of  their 
supplications;  and  who  only  awaits  their 
repentance  that  he  may  be  gracious. 

Happy,  supremely  happy,  are  sdlT 
those  who,  from  the  fair  dawn  of  youth, 
to  the  setting  evening  of  their' hfe/^ 
can  look  back  upon  their  actions^ 
\rithout  regret;  to  wh()se  nirnds  coii-*^ 
science  can  hold'iip  the  mirror  of 
reflecttoH  Hvithmit   exciting'one    un- 
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happy  emotion;  and  who  can.wiUi 
truth  exclaim,  even  in  their  last  mo- 
ments, "  I  quit  this  earthly,  scene  in 
peace  and  happiness,  for  I  am  tired 
of    the     world    and    its    tumultuous 

joys." 

The  sentiments  of  my  mind  and 
the  feelings  of  my  heart  have  guided 
me  in  every  thing  I  have  writtea 
throughout  these  volumes.  This  me- 
thod of  writing  has  certainly  produced 
faults  which  a  systematic  philosopher 
would  not  have  committed.  But  I 
shall  console  myself  for  these  errors 
if  this  work  afford  only  a  glimpse  of 
the  advantages  of  virtue  upon  the 
mhids,  tlie  understandings,  and  the 
characters  of  men,  and  excite  them  to 
a  lively  sensation  of  the  tiue,  noble, 
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and  sublime  pleasures  produced  by  a 
tranquil  and  affectionate  contempla- 
tion of  nature;  and  by  an  exquisite 
sensibility  for  every  thing  that  is 
good,  generous,  and  fair. 

Reader,  farewell !  When  death  shall 
put  a  period  to  my  worldly  cares,  I 
only  ask  the  consolation  of  reposing 
my  head  upon  the  bosom  of  a  friend, 
whose  eyes,  while  he  closes  mine,  will 
deplore  my  loss,  and  whose  kind  care 
will  convey  me  to  a  tomb  in  the 
bosom  of  my  country. 


THE  END. 


3.  GosMiLL,  Prmicr,  Liule  ttacca  Street,  London. 
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ANOTHER  GUESS  AT  JUNIUS. 

%*  It  is  now  abo*fe  half  a  century  since 
"  The  Lr^TT^Rs  9J  Jukius  "  majle,  theii"  ap- 
pearance, and  during  tlie'  whole  of  that  pertod 
the  real  author  of  them  has  remained  in  a  state 
of  concealment,  as  impenetrable  al^li  he  had 
never  existed  ;.:'!:  .^  v. 

That  the  writer  of  them  was  a  man  of  genius, 
and  of  the  most  profound  political  knowledge^ 
no  one  can  dispute;  and  as  this  man  was;  no 
doubt,  celebrated  as  siich  durmg  his  ej^is^ence, 
we  have  only  to  look  around  among  the  great 
men  of  this  time,  and  discover  to  whom  \^'e  niajf, 
with  the  greatest  probability,  attribute  them. 


T.  HooKHAM,  Jun.  and  E.  T.  Hook  ham. 

Had  those  persoiis  \\ho  have  given  lliese 
justly  celebrated  political  essays  to  Hamilton, 
to  Dunning,  to  Macleane,  to  Burke,  to  Home 
Tooke,  and  even  to  Boyd  himself,  reflected 
thus,  the  world  would  not  Lave  remained  in 
ignorance  of  the  great  author  of  them.  ^.y^ 

Did  not  the  illustrious  Earl  of  Chatwa^i 
possess  the  most  extensive  political  information? 
and  was  he  not  a  man  of  the  most  resplendent 
abilities.''  and  could  one  ray  of  lustrie  be  added 
to  the  glory  pf  his  name,  by  connecting  it  with 
even  the  far-famed  "  Letters  of  Junius" 
themselves  ? 

Why  Lord  Chatham  should  never  have 
chosen  to  acknowledge  these  admirable  epistles, 
the  author  of  "  Another  Guess  at  Junius" 
has  so  amply  and  satisfactorily  explained,  that 
very  few  persons  kave  differed  in  opinion  with 
him. 
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